
 
Year 5 Literature Plan 

 

Intended End Points 

EYFS KS1 KS2 
Participate in discussions, offering their ideas & feelings about their experiences, using 

recently introduced vocabulary. 

To maintain attention, actively participating in collaborative conversations, 

staying on topic, initiating & responding to comments. 

Use spoken language to consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and 

building on the contributions of others. 

Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with their phonic knowledge, 

including some common exception words. 

To develop a pleasure & motivation to read, demonstrating understanding of 

reading material they listen to & read themselves. 

Have a positive attitude to reading, showing a sound understanding of their 

comprehension; inferring, predicting and summarising. 

Novel Study Awesome Ozzie Reads/Class Novels 
   Autumn: Bronze & the Sunflower  

The novel is set in the Cultural Revolution. 

It is a story of friendship between 

Bronze, a mute peasant boy, and 

Sunflower, the young daughter of an 

artist sent to a May Seventh Cadre 

School. 

Spring: The Secret Garden  

Mary Lennox is orphaned by an outbreak 

of cholera and sent to live with her 

reclusive uncle, in Yorkshire. Liking no one 

and no one liking her, Mary is left to her 

own devices. One day, she hears about a 

secret garden somewhere on the property 

that nobody is allowed to enter. When 

Mary finds the key to the garden, it’s like 

entering a secret world. 

Summer: Who Let the Gods Out?  

A troubled boy’s life is turned upside 

down when an immortal crashes out of 

the sky onto his barn. They go on 

adventures together but accidentally 

release a daemon.  With help from the 

gods, they begin a quest to save the 

world that takes them to incredible 

places on Earth and beyond. 

Macbeth– Shakespeare 

Set in medieval Scotland 

and, Macbeth charts the 

bloody rise to power and 

tragic downfall of the 

warrior Macbeth. Already a 

successful soldier in the army 

of King Duncan, Macbeth is 

informed by Three Witches 

that he is to become king. Key 

Themes: play, stories from 

our literary heritage  

Return to Wonderland – Various 

Authors 

Tumble down the rabbit hole again 

to find out what happens in 

Wonderland without Alice there. Is 

the Queen of Hearts still ruling 

with an iron fist? Does the Mad 

Hatter still have to go to tea? 

More than 150 years since Alice's 

Adventures, brand-new stories, 

that will bring a new generation of readers to 

Wonderland. Key Themes: identity, coming of age, and 

absurdity 

 The Barnabus Project – 

Eric Fan  

In a world built for 

Perfect Pets, Barnabus is 

a Failed Project, half 

mouse, half elephant, 

kept out of sight until his 

dreams of freedom lead 

him and his misfit friends 

on a perilous adventure.  

Key Themes: escape, liberation, acceptance, self-love, 

following your dreams. 

Tom’s Midnight Garden– 

Philippa Pearce 

A teenage boy is sent to live 

with an uncle and aunt while his 

sick brother recovers at home. 

He finds that their clock always 

strikes thirteen at midnight at 

which point the litter-strewn 

alleyways outside become a 

wonderful garden paradise.  

Key Themes: stories from our 

literary heritage, the nature of time, relationship 

between youth & old 

 The Book of Hopes – 

Various Authors 

In difficult times, what 

children really need is hope. 

Within its pages you'll find 

animal friends from insects 

to elephants, high-flying 

grandmas, a homesick sprite, 

the tooth fairy, and even 

extra-terrestrial life. 

 Key Themes: hope, comfort, 

inspiration, drive, passion, 

aspirations, believing 

Diary of a Wimpy Kid – Jeff 

Kinney 

Middle school is not an enjoyable 

experience for Greg but a horrid 

ordeal of social land-mines that he 

must bear. To do so, he devises 

schemes to win him the recognition 

and status he feels he deserve! 

Greg chronicles his misadventures, 

and opinions in a diary to prepare 

for the day that he will no longer have to put up with 

nonsense.  Key Themes: social status, friendship, 

growing up, independence, ‘ideals of masculinity’  

Projects/Key Themes Recommended Texts 

Non-Fiction Fiction/Picture Books Poetry 

  Autumn KRP: Dynamic Dynasties 

 This project teaches children about the 

history of ancient China, focusing primarily on 

the Shang Dynasty, and explores the lasting 

legacy of the first five Chinese dynasties, some of which 

can still be seen in the world today. 

The Shang Dynasty: Unlocking Ancient Civilisations - George 

Cottrell 

The Shang Dynasty of Ancient China (The History Detective 

Investigates) – Geoff Barker 

Ancient China: Dig up the Secrets of the Dead (History 

Hunters) - Louise Spilsbury 

Ancient China (Horrors from History) - Louise Spilsbury 

Why Should I Care About the Ancient Chinese? – Claire 

Throp 

Chinese Fairy Tales and Legends - Richard Wilhelm 

and Frederick H Martens 

Mulan and other Legendary Stories from China 

(Rising Stars Reading Planet) - Barbara Laban 

Multicultural Stories from China - Saviour Pirotta 

 

Revolting Rhymes – Roald Dahl 

Narrative Poems – Yvonne Pearson 

 

6 Companions, also with accompanying book lists: Taotie, Forces and Mechanisms, Earth and Space, Tints Tones and Shades, Investigating Our World, Moving Mechanisms 

https://maestro.cornerstoneseducation.co.uk/project/id/7764
https://maestro.cornerstoneseducation.co.uk/project/id/10035
https://maestro.cornerstoneseducation.co.uk/project/id/10036
https://maestro.cornerstoneseducation.co.uk/project/id/10046
https://maestro.cornerstoneseducation.co.uk/project/id/11061
https://maestro.cornerstoneseducation.co.uk/project/id/11179
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 Spring KRP: Sow, Grow & Farm  

This project teaches children about the 

features and characteristics of land use in 

agricultural regions across the world, 

including a detailed exploration of significant 

environmental areas. 

RHS Let's Get Gardening – DK 

Allotment Month By Month: Grow your Own Fruit and 

Vegetables – Alan Buckingham 

The Wonderful World of Food – Wiley Blevins 

Life Cycles – Peter Riley 

Why Do Plants Have Flowers? – Pat Jacobs 

Return to the Secret Garden - Holly Webb 

Farm Boy – Michael Morpurgo 

 

Cinquain Poems - Lisa M. Bolt Simons 

4 Companions, also with accompanying book lists:  Eat the Seasons, Human Reproduction and Ageing, Line, Light and Shadows, Nature's Art 

Summer KRP: Ground breaking Greeks   

This project teaches children about 

developments and changes over six periods of 

ancient Greek history, focusing on the city 

state of Athens in the Classical age, and 

exploring the lasting legacy of ancient Greece. 

Ancient Greece – DK 

Ancient Greece - Rachel Minay 

Daily Life in Ancient Greece – Don Nardo 

A Visitor’s Guide to Ancient Greece – Lesley Sims 

Groovy Greeks (Horrible Histories) – Terry Deary 

Greek Gods & Heroes: 40 Inspiring Icons - Sylvie Baussier 

Greek Myths: Meet the heroes, gods, and monsters 

of ancient Greece – Jean Menzies 

The Odyssey – David Walser 

Tales of the Greek Heroes - Roger Green 

Athena: The Story of a Goddess Imogen Greenberg 

Online resourcing of ‘Ode’ style poems 

4 Companions, also with accompanying book lists: Architecture, Properties and Changes of Materials, Mixed Media, Expression 

 

 

PSHE & RSE Book Links 
 
 

 

  

  

 
 

*Themes of food & self-

sufficiency 

 

Families & People 

That Care for Me 

Respectful 

Relationships 

Online Relationships 

Internet Safety & 

Harms  

Mental Wellbeing Physical Health & 

Fitness 

 

Healthy Eating Living in the Wider World 

 

 

E-Safety Book Links 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wordless Picture Books 

  

 
The Lion & the Mouse 

*Folk Tale Compairson to Greek Myth 

Autumn KRP Spring KRP Summer KRP 

 

 

https://maestro.cornerstoneseducation.co.uk/project/id/891
https://maestro.cornerstoneseducation.co.uk/project/id/10037
https://maestro.cornerstoneseducation.co.uk/project/id/11178
https://maestro.cornerstoneseducation.co.uk/project/id/11180

