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Enrichment Policy

1. Policy Overview & Intent

At Stanhope Primary School, our curriculum extends far beyond the limits of the traditional classroom. Guided by our school motto and anchored firmly by our Seven Strengths, we are committed to providing an inclusive, stimulating, and ambitious experiential landscape.

This policy outlines our official framework for the Extended Curriculum and enrichment activities. We ensure that every child, from Nursery to Year 6, has equitable access to high-quality cultural, physical, civic, and outdoor experiences. This framework directly supports our intent to build happy, well-rounded individuals who possess the confidence, strong character, and cultural capital required to thrive in an ever-changing world.
2. Core Objectives

Our enrichment program is driven by three primary objectives:

· Broadening Horizons & Building Cultural Capital: Introducing our children to new environments, career pathways, and creative arts. We explicitly target experiences that take children out into South Tyneside and the wider North East region to expand their understanding of the world.

· Personal Development & Character Growth: Actively practicing our Seven Strengths in real-world scenarios. We encourage students to step out of their comfort zones, build stamina, work as a collective, and relish new challenges.

· Inclusivity & Equity: Ensuring that enrichment is a fundamental entitlement for every child, not a luxury reserved for the confident or well-resourced. With a high percentage of children eligible for Free School Meals (FSM), Stanhope proudly removes all financial and physical barriers to participation.
3. The Five Pillars of Enrichment

Our enrichment framework is structured across five core pillars, thoughtfully integrated into both our timetabled school day and our extra-curricular program.

1. Arts, Culture, and Oracy

· Intent: To nurture creative expression and build strong communication skills, drawing heavily on pupil Enthusiasm and confidence. Language and oral development are central to our wider curriculum.

· Implementation: Whole-school themed events (e.g., World Book Day, Voice 21 - No Pens Day), visiting art galleries, dramatic performances, and choral music. Explicit focus is placed on using these cultural experiences to drive vocabulary acquisition and confident public speaking.

2. Sport and Physical Activity

· Intent: To build physical literacy, healthy lifestyles, and a healthy competitive spirit rooted in Resilience and Teamwork.

· Implementation: Benefiting from our strong local sports network, Stanhope provides pathways to high-level local and county competitions. This includes targeted preparation and participation in the South Tyneside Quadkids Athletics, County Netball, Regional Dodgeball, and Tyne & Wear Boccia Finals. Specialist coaching is embedded to ensure inclusive access for pupils of all physical abilities.

3. Nature and the Outdoors

· Intent: To instil environmental awareness, risk management, and Independence.

· Implementation: Progressively structured outdoor learning. Younger years utilise our immediate grounds, Forest School activities each half term, weekly in Nursery and our local South Shields coastal environments. As children progress through the Key Stages, they participate in life-like situational visits to regional landmarks, including local castles, working farms, Beamish Museum, and Durham Cathedral.

4. Civic Engagement and Community

· Intent: To develop understanding British citizens who make a positive contribution to their community, driven by Respect and Kindness.

· Implementation: Local intergenerational projects within South Shields, fundraising initiatives for charities, eco-council projects, attending and working with the elderly in the locality at The Lodge Care Home and student voice leadership structures that allow pupils to take genuine ownership of their school environment.

5. Life and Future Skills

· Intent: To spark aspiration, digital competence, and practical life-literacy by nurturing long-term Perseverance.

· Implementation: Practical STEM and coding workshops, digital safety application, financial literacy exercises, and career-oriented visits designed to break down perceived ceilings for our vulnerable learners.

4. Implementation, Equity, and Funding

To ensure that enrichment is an active, living framework rather than an optional add-on, Stanhope Primary School applies the following operational standards:

· Financial Shielding: Pupil Premium funding and primary sports premiums are strategically deployed to subsidize visits, transport, equipment, and residential trips. No child will ever be excluded from an enrichment activity due to financial hardship.

· Adaptive Delivery: In alignment with our school-wide adaptive teaching models, all enrichment activities are actively modified to ensure SEND students and vulnerable groups participate fully alongside their peers.

· Curriculum Alignment: Outings and visitors are directly mapped to curriculum themes so that experiential learning reinforces classroom knowledge (e.g., combining historical enquiry with visits to local historic sites).

5. Monitoring, Audit, and Impact

The tracking and evaluation of our enrichment provision are overseen by the Senior Leadership Team (SLT) and reported regularly to the Governing Body.
	Area
	Monitoring Mechanism
	Success Criteria

	Participation Audit
	Termly register tracking across all extra-curricular clubs and trips, broken down by demographic groups (FSM, SEND, LAC).
	100% of pupils access at least two high-quality external or extracurricular enrichment experiences per academic year.

	Pupil Voice
	Regular student surveys and School Council focus groups evaluating the enjoyment and relevance of activities.
	High levels of student engagement; clear evidence that enrichment choices directly reflect student interests and celebrate their strengths.

	Impact Assessment
	Correlating enrichment participation data against school attendance, behavioural logs, and pastoral wellbeing indicators.
	Measurable improvement in school attendance metrics; observed growth in pupil resilience, self-regulation, and classroom confidence.


Stanhope Primary School:                                     Yearly Enrichment Calendar Template

 Autumn Term: Heritage, Community & Teamwork

Focus: Settling in, building Resilience, establishing team dynamics, and understanding local roots through Teamwork.

	Pillar
	EYFS (Nursery & Reception)
	Key Stage 1 (Y1 & Y2)
	Key Stage 2               

 (Y3 – Y6) 

	1. Arts, Culture, & Oracy
	Rhyme & Story Immersion: Interactive sessions when watching theatre productions and attending the local church.
	Pantomime Visit: Local theatre trip to build shared cultural experiences.

Our curriculum intentionally makes the past come alive. 

Through enrichment trips to regional cultural icons like Beamish Museum, Durham Cathedral, local castles, and farms, the children experience North East culture first-hand. 


	The Charanga music scheme exposes children to a wide variety of cultural music, designed specifically to deepen their understanding of inclusion. 

Pupils receive specialist training in tuned instruments like the ukulele. 

Our curriculum intentionally makes the past come alive. Through enrichment trips, the children experience North East culture first-hand rather than just reading about it in a textbook. 

Active PSHE Debates & Problem Solving: Our PSHE and Muse curriculum is heavily focused on active learning. Teachers deliberately structure lessons around pupil discussions, investigations, and formal debates. This teaches children how to articulate complex thoughts on relationships, health, and society respectfully. 

Historical Enquiry & Questioning: In History, our curriculum explicitly states that children are taught to "ask questions and form opinions based on facts which are supported by evidence." 

	2. Sport & Physical Activity
	Fundamental Movement: Sensory obstacle courses and gross motor skill development.
	Introduction to Team Play: Intra-school mini-festivals focusing on throwing and catching.
	South Tyneside League Prep: Sport-specific coaching (e.g., Dodgeball/ Boccia league training).

Competitive Fixtures: Selection and training for South Tyneside leagues; High-5 Netball tournaments, practicing intensive Teamwork.

	3. Nature & the Outdoors
	Exploring immediate school grounds and local parks for seasonal changes. 

All classes have scheduled time in Forest School.
	Souter Lighthouse Trip: Rocky shore exploration and basic coastal geography. 

All classes have scheduled time in Forest School.
	Arbeia Roman Fort: Living history day out in South Shields to anchor history learning. All classes have scheduled time in Forest School.

All classes have scheduled time in Forest School. Team-building outdoor adventure centre stay focusing on Independence.

	4. Civic & Community
	Collecting for South Shields food banks, developing early Kindness.
	Local Walk & Map-Making: Understanding our immediate neighbourhood safely.
	Visiting a local care home to perform songs or share stories with deep Respect.     

 Raising monies for local and national charities, showing Kindness to others.

	5. Life & Future Skills
	People Who Help Us: Visits from local services (Fire, Police, RNLI lifeguards).
	Introduction to algorithms through physical grid-games (Beebots).
	Basic savings workshops run in partnership with a local building society.

STEM Enterprise Challenge: Small-group budgeting.


Spring Term: Discovery, Global Awareness & STEM

Focus: Problem-solving, exploring wider regional contexts, and pushing boundaries using Enthusiasm and Perseverance.

	Pillar
	EYFS (Nursery & Reception)
	Key Stage 1 (Y1 & Y2)
	Key Stage 2               

(Y3 – Y6)

	1. Arts, Culture, & Oracy
	Exploring rhythm with high Enthusiasm using traditional instruments.
	World Book Day Text Immersion: Whole-school deep dive into a text.
	Visiting Poet/Author: Creative writing masterclass focused on spoken-word poetry.

Regional Arts Gallery Visit: Trip to Newcastle/Gateshead cultural hubs (e.g., the Laing Art Gallery) for critical analysis.

	2. Sport & Physical Activity
	Creative Dance & Movement: Translating animals, weather, and stories into physical expression.
	Gymnastics Foundations: Developing balance, core strength, and basic apparatus safety.
	Tyne & Wear Boccia / Disability Sports: Inclusive competition training pathways.

Regional Sports Competitions: Target training for high-level local events and multi-school meets.

	3. Nature & the Outdoors
	Winter Wildlife Watch: Setting up bird-feeders and tracking footprints in the school grounds.
	The Great Fire of London Outdoor Day: Practical safely-monitored fire-building and bread-baking.
	Durham Cathedral Visit: Exploring regional religious heritage, structural architecture, and scale with Respect.

Beamish Open Air Museum: Stepping back into North East history to explore social changes over time.

	4. Civic & Community
	Pupils use a structured "plan-do-review" approach daily. This builds early civil independence, requiring them to take ownership of their chosen tasks and explicitly reflect on social problems that arose during peer work-time. 

PSED is taught continuously. Children are explicitly trained to care for their own physical needs while systematically learning to respect the boundaries and needs of others.

Weekly access to the Forest School site introduces natural community care, stewardship, and working collectively within an outdoor micro-environment.


	Even at this early stage, community awareness is modelled through real-world roles. For instance, children role-play and dress as NHS staff to understand the community figures who keep them safe and show Kindness.

The curriculum framework transitions children into learning how to become "understanding British citizens who make a positive contribution to their community."

Using the Charanga cultural music scheme and targeted PSHE modules, KS1 children are taught to celebrate a variety of cultures, traditions, and faiths. The focus here is on tolerance, learning from others, and eliminating early prejudices. 


	KS2 pupils study the structural mechanics of society. The school’s Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural framework explicitly teaches them how citizens can actively influence decision-making through democracy, alongside an appreciation of how the rule of law protects individual safety. 

Under the Cultural Capital framework, KS2 classes lead tangible community support. This includes organised fundraising drives and physical collections for local South Shields foodbanks, demonstrating how a community works as a team to prevent citizens from being left behind.

We regularly utilise the local Tyne & Wear Metro network to travel to regional hubs of heritage and civic identity), anchoring their understanding of North East society.



	5. Life & Future Skills
	Sensory Science: Simple kitchen-chemistry (mixing, changing states, melting ice).
	Coding & Logic: Building simple linear programs on school tablets.
	Mechanical block-building demanding structural Perseverance.

Robotics & Advanced STEM: Coding micro-controllers or simple robotics to complete specific tracks.


Summer Term: Active Citizenship, Aspirations & Expression

Focus: Celebrating achievement, peak physical activity, transitions, and future horizons.

	Pillar
	EYFS (Nursery & Reception)
	Key Stage 1 (Y1 & Y2)
	Key Stage 2              

 (Y3 - Y6)

	1. Arts, Culture, & Oracy
	Short singing and class assembly performances for parents, showing Enthusiasm.
	Puppetry & Prop Making: Designing physical characters to tell structural stories.
	Leavers' Musical Production: Public performance combining song, drama, and stagecraft.

	2. Sport & Physical Activity
	Mini-Sports Day: Fun, participation-focused races emphasising physical enjoyment.
	Traditional Sports Day: Track and field events prioritising personal bests and team scoring.
	Quadkids Athletics Prep: Event-specific training (sprints, vortex throw, long jump).

South Tyneside Quadkids Finals: High-level athletics tournament participation demonstrating ultimate Resilience.

	3. Nature & the Outdoors
	Beach Explorers: Sand-safety, rock-pooling, and coastal sensory days at South Shields beach.
	Working Farm Trip: Understanding where food comes from through a regional farm visit.
	Orienteering & Navigation: Using map and compass skills to navigate local parklands.

Coastal Ecology & Geography: Full-day field study of local cliffs, erosion, and marine habitats.

	4. Civic & Community
	Transition Buddies: Welcoming the new Nursery /Reception cohorts into the school through Kindness.

Daily interactions focus heavily on personal responsibility and community care, such as managing their own needs (personal hygiene, coats) while respecting the space and needs of others.

In Religious Education (RE), the EYFS curriculum specifically centres on the key concepts of "belonging" and "special." 

They also engage with the local natural environment via weekly Forest School sessions.


	Starting in Year 1, children can be selected as Wellbeing Warriors. Trained by local healthy minds teams, these young peer mentors practice active listening, empathy, and community support to help classmates who are struggling.

The curriculum broadens to introduce pupils to different faiths (specifically Christianity and Judaism). Teaching focuses on understanding how these belief systems impact local individuals and cohesive communities, reinforced by visits to local places of worship.


	Older pupils take on formal civic roles such as School Councillors, Wellbeing Warriors, and Sports Crew Leaders. They actively represent their peers, organise events, and manage local community projects.

Pupils are explicitly taught the mechanics of modern Britain. This includes learning the nine Protected Characteristics, and exactly how citizens influence decision-making through the democratic process and the rule of law. 

Pupils regularly participate in local inter-school sporting festivals, raise money for national charities, and routinely support local community initiatives, such as collecting for food banks. 

The curriculum expands to study global traditions (via International Weeks) and major world religions (Islam, Hinduism, Sikhism). A core focus is placed on cross-cultural themes, such as analysing how different global populations show care for others and take responsibility for protecting the shared environment.



	5. Life & Future Skills
	Grow Your Own: Planting, nurturing, harvesting, and tasting school-grown vegetables.
	Culinary Literacy: Simple, heat-free food preparation and understanding nutritional balances.
	First Aid Foundations: Age-appropriate basic first aid, ‘Mini Medics’ calling emergency services, building early Independence.

Career & Aspiration Fair: Hosting local professionals (engineers etc.) to spark future pathways.
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