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Need to Know 
Books (NTKB)



What is it?
You have been given a ‘Need To 

Know Book’ (NTKB) which contains 
essential information that you MUST 

learn for each of the subjects that 
you study. You must carry it it with 
you every day (like your planner) 

and put it on the desk in every 
lesson (like your planner).



It is really important to make sure that you 
know the essential knowledge you need for 

each subject off by heart. This will help 
your understanding in lessons and will help 
ensure that what you have learnt sticks in 

your long-term memory, meaning you 
won’t forget it. The NTKB is the tool we will 

provide to support you in achieving this.

Why do you need it?
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What does it look like? 1. KRS Information Page
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What does it look like? 2. KRS Questions Page



TOP TIP 

LOOK, COVER, SAY, WRITE, 
CHECK

● open your Need to Know Book, 
choose a subject and find the 
appropriate information page for the 
current STEP

● practise ‘look, cover, say, write, check’ 
independently on a whiteboard, in 
your book or on a piece of paper

● Write your score and try to beat it 
next time

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nes8jslFKMI&feature=emb_logo 

How can you use it?



TOP TIP 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JnKBAb4q768&feature=emb_logo 

IF THIS IS THE ANSWER, 
WHAT IS THE QUESTION?

● open your Need to Know Book, 
choose a subject and find the 
appropriate information page for the 
current STEP

● Practise ‘if this is the answer, what is 
the question?’ with your shoulder 
partner or someone at home.

How can you use it?



TOP TIP 

QUICK LOW-STAKES 
QUIZZING

● open your Need to Know Book, 
choose a subject and find the 
appropriate questions page for the 
current STEP

● Practise ‘quick low-stakes quizzing’ 
either by yourself, with your shoulder 
partner, or with someone at home.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2lPiEkMhdK0&feature=emb_logo 

How can you use it?



TOP TIP 

FLASHCARDS

● open your Need to Know Book, 
choose a subject and find the 
appropriate information page for the 
current STEP

● create FIVE flashcards for definitions 
or facts you struggle to remember

● Use the flashcards to test yourself, or 
ask someone else to test you using 
them

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HLhmquY7icY&feature=emb_logo 

How can you use it?
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Ensure you don’t always do the same subject.

The NTKB is portable, so you can take it with you as a revision tool … you can use it on 
the bus, on an aeroplane, waiting for a sibling to do an activity etc.

The NTKB is your main homework task - learning the knowledge within it is crucial to 
success.

Having a NTKB allows you to take control of your learning. If you’ve been absent from 
school, make sure you catch up using it.

YOU MUST BRING IT TO SCHOOL DAILY - IF YOU LOSE IT YOU WILL HAVE TO 
PAY TO REPLACE IT.

Things to remember …


