Speech and Language Therapy

At Keelman’s Way School we offer a total communication environment for each
and every child. Our aim is to provide every child with opportunities to
communicate functionally and effectively.

We use many different forms of communication, including Makaton signing,
vocalising, PECS (Picture Exchange
Communication System), objects of reference,
smells of reference, Talking Mats, Social Stories,
Colourful Semantics, Eye gaze, Language steps, as
well as a variety of different communication aids
both high and low tech.

We have NHS Speech and Language therapists who work into our school on a
weekly basis, as well as having an HLTA for communication based in school,
who acts as a link for parents/carers, staff and therapists as well as other
outside agencies.

Our therapists work with children who have a wide range of speech, language
and communication difficulties, as well as feeding and swallowing problems.

Children have access to speech and language intervention individually and/or
in small groups, this may be delivered by a Speech and Language Therapist, the
HLTA or by classroom staff.
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What is Makaton?
Makaton is a unique language programme which may be used as:-

e asystematic multi-modal approach for teaching communication,
language and literacy skills

e asource of highly functional vocabulary for the person with communi-
cation needs and for those who interact with that person

Who uses Makaton?

e Children and adults who have a broad range of communication needs.
o Parents, carers, professionals, education and service providers.

e Children and adults with profound, severe, moderate or mild learning
difficulties, autistic spectrum disorders, profound-severe physical
impairments, sensory impairments and specific language disorders.




Little Chatterboxes

Little Chatterboxes is aimed at our children in our Early Years and

Primary part of the school. It is delivered by our HLTA for communication with
the help of ‘Frank’ the puppet.

The aim of the group is to help children enjoy and participate in small groups,
and to be able to develop an understanding and expression of simple language
including Makaton signs/symbols.

It helps our children to anticipate what is about to happen, teaches turn taking
skills, encourages interaction with each other and to make learning
enjoyable. Strategies and activities are
also modelled to staff so that they are
able to continue and build on these skills

Lego Club

LEGO Club is carried out in groups of three. It is aimed at with Autism.

The group encourages listening skills, turn taking, effective communication,
problem solving, specific roles and interaction skills. The children are
encouraged to work as part of a team to build a model of their choice, by using
good interaction and communication skills.




Social skills Group

Our ‘Friend’s Group’ is aimed at the older and Post 16 students in our

school. The group looks at situations the students may find themselves in
when they are outside of the school environment, such as travelling on public
transport, shopping, work experience and being aware of strangers etc.

It help students to understand what is appropriate behaviour, and who they
can trust.

The group encourages them to discuss their different personalities and focuses
on topics such as “All About Me”. It encourages the students to listen to each
other, take turns, to encourage debates and to understand that everyone is
alowed to have an opinion even if you do not agree.

We also do singing and signing each week where pupils learn the signs for
popular chart songs that they then perform in assemblies on a Friday

afternoon.




