[image: lcclogrevblk%20100mm]


[image: lcclogrevblk%20100mm]
[bookmark: _GoBack]
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]


	
	Steve Walker
Leeds City Council
St George House,
40 Great George Street
Leeds LS1 3DL

Tel No. 0113 378 3628
Email: steve.walker@leeds.gov.uk


	
	
	Date 30.10.2017


	


Dear parents/carers

As you may remember we wrote to you on 25th April 2017 to inform you of some potential changes to the post-16 educational offer for young people in our special schools. 

Since our letter in April the local authority has been working closely with the five Specialist Inclusive Learning Centres (SILCs) and Lighthouse Free School, as well as colleagues in adult social care and health services, to look at the education, health and care offer for all post-16 special school learners. 

As you may be aware, when a young person with a disability becomes 18 they may be eligible for support from adult social care in their own right. We have been working to understand how we can prepare young people better for this transition. 

We have therefore screened the current year 11 SILC pupils to identify eligibility under the Care Act 2014. The SILCs and the Lighthouse School will now receive additional funding based on the numbers of eligible students, which will enable the SILCs and the Lighthouse School to develop a package that combines the 600 hours (per year) education offer and a 400 hours (per year) care offer for each student. This combined package of provision will be focussed on maximising young people’s independence, achieving their potential and having choice and control over the support they need. We will continue to work closely with the SILCs, the Lighthouse School and key partners on these important developments. 

Transitional Funding for Current Students

In addition, we have agreed funding with the SILCs and the Lighthouse School to enable all current year 12, 13 and 14 students currently accessing a full five-day post-16 offer at their special school to be able to continue to do so until their current study programme comes to an end.

We are pleased to be able to let you know that we have now found a positive way forward. 


The annual reviews of your daughter / son’s Education Health and Care Plan from Year 9 upwards are extremely important so that together we can look at:
· Your young person’s aspirations for the future
· How they can be supported in preparing for adulthood
· What support and provision is available and from whom

In order to support this we are offering a Family Leadership Programme which we would once again encourage you to take part in if possible. Please see enclosed a leaflet for further information.

At the next Education Health and Care Plan review for all year 11 SILC pupils the school will  share with parents and carers information about care act eligibility and what the schools offer will be in relation to this.  

Transport

We also recently wrote to families with children who have special educational needs and disabilities about changes to our transport policy. We’d like to take this opportunity to remind you of those changes. Starting in September 2018, in most cases we will be offering Independent Travel Training or Personal Transport Allowances for eligible children who enter post-16 learning for the first time, instead of providing transport. A copy of the policy can be found on our website at www.leeds.gov.uk/post16sendtransport
We want to make sure that you understand the travel assistance that’s available to you before you and your child choose a post-16 learning setting.  If your child currently receives help with transport and is entering post-16 for the first time in September next year, you should have received a letter telling you the about type of transport assistance that we expect to offer you. If you want more information about this please contact our team on 0113 3784088.   
We appreciate that these changes may be causing you some anxiety and we want to reassure you that we are committed to ensuring that every young person with special educational needs and disabilities is in receipt of an individualised package that supports and promotes their preparation for life as an adult, and enables them to work toward their aspirations. 

If you would like to discuss this further, or have any queries, please contact our Best Practice Team who will be happy to help bpteam@leeds.gov.uk or 0113 0113 378 5256. 


With best wishes,


Cllr Lisa Mulherin	Steve Walker
Executive Member for Children and Families	Director of Children’s Services
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