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School transport


For:

Secondary School Headteachers,
Secondary School Leaders, 
Secondary School Governors, 
Secondary School Business Managers
Any in school who deal with prospective parents



Oxfordshire County Council is changing the way parents/carers apply for home-to-school transport.

There will be an online application process via a Portal so parents/carers who want free-home-to-school transport for their child can apply.  Parents/carers may not be told automatically if their child is eligible for free home-to-school when the secondary school place is offered on National Offer Day on 1st March 2027.  They will be given information about how to apply for free home-to-school transport or the spare seat scheme (paid-for transport) during March 2027.

Most children are not eligible for free home-to-school transport to secondary school.  Generally it is only provided where:

· the distance between home and the nearest suitable school is over the statutory walking distance; or
· the distance between home and the nearest suitable school is under the statutory walking distance but there is no available walking route, or
· there is an assessed need for home-to-school transport due to special educational needs or disability.

Secondary schools holding open events in September/October are asked to update their guidance to prospective parents if they normally tell parents about school transport arrangements during open events.

School colleagues and parents/carers can contact
SchoolTransportEligibility@Oxfordshire.gov.uk if they have a query.
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