
Section A: Shakespeare 
Romeo and Juliet  
Read the following extract from the start of Act 3 Scene 2 of Romeo and Juliet and then 
answer the question that follows.  
 

At this point in the play Juliet is waiting impatiently for Romeo. 

JULIET  

Gallop apace, you fiery-footed steeds, 

Towards Phoebus’ lodging. Such a wagoner 

As Phaëton would whip you to the west 

And bring in cloudy night immediately. 

Spread thy close curtain, love-performing night, 

That runaways’ eyes may wink, and Romeo 

Leap to these arms, untalked of and unseen. 

Lovers can see to do their amorous rites 

By their own beauties, or, if love be blind, 

It best agrees with night. Come, civil night, 

Thou sober-suited matron all in black, 

And learn me how to lose a winning match 

Played for a pair of stainless maidenhoods. 

Hood my unmanned blood, bating in my cheeks, 

With thy black mantle till strange love grow bold, 

Think true love acted simple modesty. 

Come, night. Come, Romeo. Come, thou day in 

night, 

For thou wilt lie upon the wings of night 

Whiter than new snow upon a raven’s back. 

Come, gentle night; come, loving black-browed 

night, 

Give me my Romeo, and when I shall die, 

Take him and cut him out in little stars, 

And he will make the face of heaven so fine 

That all the world will be in love with night 

And pay no worship to the garish sun. 

O, I have bought the mansion of a love 

But not possessed it, and, though I am sold, 

Not yet enjoyed. So tedious is this day 

As is the night before some festival 

To an impatient child that hath new robes 

And may not wear them. 

 
Starting with this extract, explore how Shakespeare presents the tragedy of love in Romeo 
and Juliet. 
 
Write about:  
• how Shakespeare presents  the tragic nature of love in this extract. 
• how Shakespeare presents the tragic nature of love in the play as a whole.  
 

[30 marks]  
AO4 [4 marks] 



Section A: Shakespeare 
 

Romeo and Juliet  
Read the following extract from Act 1 Scene 1 of Romeo and Juliet and then answer the 
question that follows.  
 

At this point in the play two Capulet boys are joking with each other. 

 

SAMPSON Gregory, on my word we’ll not carry coals. 
GREGORY No, for then we should be colliers. 
SAMPSON I mean, an we be in choler, we’ll draw. 
GREGORY Ay, while you live, draw your neck out of 
collar. 
SAMPSON I strike quickly, being moved. 
GREGORY But thou art not quickly moved to strike. 
SAMPSON A dog of the house of Montague moves me. 
GREGORY To move is to stir, and to be valiant is to 
stand. Therefore if thou art moved thou runn’st 
away. 
SAMPSON A dog of that house shall move me to stand. I 
will take the wall of any man or maid of Montague’s. 
GREGORY That shows thee a weak slave, for the weakest 
goes to the wall. 
SAMPSON ’Tis true, and therefore women, being the 
weaker vessels, are ever thrust to the wall. Therefore 
I will push Montague’s men from the wall and 
thrust his maids to the wall. 
GREGORY The quarrel is between our masters and us 
their men. 
SAMPSON ’Tis all one. I will show myself a tyrant. 
When I have fought with the men, I will be civil 
with the maids; I will cut off their heads. 
 

 

Starting with this extract, explain how far you think Shakespeare presents comedy as a key 
theme in the play. 
 
Write about:  
• how Shakespeare presents comedy in this extract. 
• how Shakespeare presents comedy in the play as a whole.  
 

[30 marks]  
AO4 [4 marks] 

 

 

 

 



 

Section A: Shakespeare 
 

Romeo and Juliet  
Read the following extract from the start of Act 2 Scene 2 of Romeo and Juliet and then 
answer the question that follows.  
 

At this point in the play the Romeo is discussing his feelings with Friar Lawrence. 

 
FRIAR LAWRENCE  
Holy Saint Francis, what a change is here! 
Is Rosaline, that thou didst love so dear, 
So soon forsaken? Young men’s love then lies 
Not truly in their hearts, but in their eyes. 
Jesu Maria, what a deal of brine 
Hath washed thy sallow cheeks for Rosaline! 
How much salt water thrown away in waste 
To season love, that of it doth not taste! 
The sun not yet thy sighs from heaven clears, 
Thy old groans yet ringing in mine ancient ears. 
Lo, here upon thy cheek the stain doth sit 
Of an old tear that is not washed off yet. 
If e’er thou wast thyself, and these woes thine, 
Thou and these woes were all for Rosaline. 
And art thou changed? Pronounce this sentence 
then: 
Women may fall when there’s no strength in men. 
ROMEO  
Thou chid’st me oft for loving Rosaline. 
FRIAR LAWRENCE  
For doting, not for loving, pupil mine. 
ROMEO  
And bad’st me bury love. 
FRIAR LAWRENCE Not in a grave 
To lay one in, another out to have. 
ROMEO  
I pray thee, chide me not. Her I love now 
Doth grace for grace and love for love allow. 
The other did not so. 
 
 

Starting with this extract, explain how Shakespeare presents attitudes towards love in Romeo 
and Juliet. 
 
Write about:  
• how Shakespeare presents  attitudes towards love in this extract. 
• how Shakespeare presents attitudes towards love in the play as a whole.  
 

[30 marks]  
AO4 [4 marks] 

 



Section A: Shakespeare 
 

Romeo and Juliet  
Read the following extract from the start of Act 3 Scene 1 of Romeo and Juliet and then 
answer the question that follows.  
 

At this point in the play Mercutio rejects Tylbalt’s suggestion that they leave the streets of 

Verona. 

 
 
MERCUTIO Nay, an there were two such, we should 
have none shortly, for one would kill the other. 
Thou—why, thou wilt quarrel with a man that 
hath a hair more or a hair less in his beard than 
thou hast. Thou wilt quarrel with a man for cracking 
nuts, having no other reason but because thou 
hast hazel eyes. What eye but such an eye would spy 
out such a quarrel? Thy head is as full of quarrels as 
an egg is full of meat, and yet thy head hath been 
beaten as addle as an egg for quarreling. Thou hast 
quarreled with a man for coughing in the street 
because he hath wakened thy dog that hath lain 
asleep in the sun. Didst thou not fall out with a tailor 
for wearing his new doublet before Easter? With 
another, for tying his new shoes with old ribbon? 
And yet thou wilt tutor me from quarreling? 

 
 
 
 
Starting with this extract, explain how Shakespeare presents Mercutio in Romeo and Juliet. 
 
Write about:  
• how Shakespeare presents  Mercutio in this extract. 
• how Shakespeare presents Mercutio in the play as a whole.  
 

[30 marks]  
AO4 [4 marks] 

 


