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Dear Rednock Community,

As we reach the end of what has been a very busy Term 5, I’m
delighted to share with you the latest edition of the ‘Rednock
Review’. I hope you enjoy reading about the amazing things
happening in and around our school.

It seems timely to begin by extending a huge congratulations
to our Year 13 students, who marked their final day at Rednock
today. For most, this concludes a 7-year journey with us. We
wish each and every one of them the very best of luck as they
take their next steps beyond school and conclude their final
summer exams next term.

We also must recognise our Year 11 students, who officially
begin their study leave today! They’ll return during Term 6 to
complete their examinations and, of course, to celebrate
together at their Leavers’ Event and Prom. We are proud of
everything they have achieved and continue to cheer them on
through these final weeks.

As we head into the break, a reminder that Term 6 begins on
Monday 1st June. Students should return at the usual time,
ready for a week A on their timetables. Please ensure your
child returns in full school uniform and is fully equipped for
learning.

I have also provided a link to our updated Frequently Asked
Questions (FAQ) document, which offers further information
as our Phone-Free Schooling project progresses. As a reminder,
our school will become a phone-free school for all students in
Years 7 to 11 starting in September 2026. You can find the full
communication and FAQ document here. Additionally, please
save the date for our upcoming information evening on
Monday 22nd June to help further launch this project.

Term 6 is not just the final stretch of the academic
year – it’s also one of the most exciting and
energising terms! We're looking forward to
welcoming Year 5 students from across the
community for their Open Mornings. It is always a
thrill to support our ‘soon-to-be’ Year 7 cohort as
they begin their primary to secondary transition
with us. And for our existing school community,
there are a wide variety of events, trips, and work
experience placements scheduled to ensure our
students have a memorable end to the school year.
We can’t wait to welcome everyone back for what
promises to be an exciting term 6!

My very best wishes fro the break ahead.

My very best wishes,

Mike Stratford
Headteacher

https://cdn.realsmart.co.uk/0a6174f1f33c241666a4ab5f32b83aa2/uploads/2026/05/22121105/22nd_may_term_5_end_v1-360p.mp4
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Jenson, for doing exceptionally well this week and giving his drama performance everything he has! 

Rosie, for continuously working so hard in lessons and achieving an amazing amount of achievement points!

Austin, for achieving county representation in cricket within his age group.

Elodie, for achieving county representation in cricket within his age group.

Isla, for competing in the South West Regional Swimming Championships and qualifying for the finals. 

Isabella, for 100% attendance - she was chosen at random.

Carla and Clara, for being amazing with primary school students while running a warm-up for a sports event.

Amira, for gaining the highest word count in her Reading for Power class in April.

Henry, for achieving  gold in the UKMT Junior Maths Challenge with the highest score in the school.

Edward, for achieving gold in the UKMT Junior Maths Challenge with the second highest score in the school.

Riley, for achieving gold in the UKMT Junior Maths Challenge with the third highest score in the school.

Poppy, for achieving silver in the UKMT Junior Maths Challenge.

Dex, for becoming a European Champion at Kick boxing.

Spencer, for getting to the National Swimming Championships.

Layla, for having the highest word count for April in her Reading for Power class.

Achievement
Heroes 

Each week, we
select new
Achievement
Heroes to celebrate.
We've had some
amazing nominees
and we're proud of
everything they've
accomplished. They
were recognised for
different reasons,
each one just as
impressive as the
last. Every nominee
exemplifies what it
means to be an
Achievement Hero
and we couldn’t be
prouder to shine a
spotlight on their
accomplishments.

This issue’s
Achievement
Heroes are:



First Rednock Passport Earned!

We are delighted to celebrate a landmark moment at Rednock as
one of our Year 7 students, Bella, has become the very first to
achieve a Rednock Passport.

Our reward system recognises students for consistently
demonstrating positive behaviours across school life. Students
collect reward points in a range of categories that reflect our core
I MATTER values, including motivation, tenacity, ambition and
other key character strengths. As points build within each
category, students unlock virtual badges that recognise their
achievements.

Achieving the Rednock Passport is a significant accomplishment,
awarded only once a student has earned every available badge.
To mark this exceptional achievement, Bella has been presented
with a special Rednock pin to wear with pride.

This milestone reflects not only academic dedication, but also the character, determination and positive
attitude we encourage in all members of our school community. We are incredibly proud of this
achievement and look forward to seeing many more students working towards their own Rednock Passport
in the future.

Year 11 Arrangements for Term 6 and Super Study Sessions

As we approach the end of Term 5, we would like to remind Year 11 students and parents/carers about
the arrangements in place for the examination period during Term 6.

Students can access the timetable for the Super Study and revision sessions here.

Basic Guidelines for Year 11's in Term 6
Any student arriving after 9.00am must enter the school via Main Reception and sign in using the
sheets provided.
Students attending the 8.45am revision sessions should sign in with the member of staff leading the
session.
Students leaving the school site before the end of the school day at 3.10pm must sign out at Main
Reception.
Where a Super Study session clashes with an examination, students may join the session once their
exam has finished.
Any revision materials shared during Super Study sessions will also be made available afterwards.
Students must wear full school uniform when attending school for examinations or revision
sessions.

https://cdn.realsmart.co.uk/0a6174f1f33c241666a4ab5f32b83aa2/uploads/2026/05/21143900/Super-Study-Sessions-Year-11_Timetable.pdf


Teaching and Learning Focus – Taking the learning outside in Geography

Year 7 Geography students ventured outside for their learning over the last fortnight. They were working on
a project investigating infiltration rates on different surfaces in order to work out which areas of the
Rednock site are the most susceptible to flooding. The photos show the students in action at various
locations, for example in grassy areas or in areas with trees.

Once they came back into the classroom, students used the data they collected to produce their written
project, which was structured in the same way as a GCSE or A Level NEA. They had to complete sections for
data presentation, data analysis, conclusions and an evaluation of their fieldwork. This is designed to give
the students a taste of their progression through the subject and to help them to begin to develop the skills
they will need as they move through the school.

In addition to being a valuable learning opportunity, the students enjoyed being outside and having a go at
some real world geography.



Junior Mathematical Challenge

Rednock School is incredibly proud of the 110 students, in Year
7 and Year 8, who were selected to represent the school in the
prestigious UK Mathematics Trust (UKMT) Junior Mathematical
Challenge. The UKMT is a charitable organisation dedicated to
advancing the education of young mathematicians.

We are delighted to celebrate the outstanding achievements of
our students, with 51 participants earning bronze, silver or gold
certificates. Of these, 38 students achieved a bronze certificate,
9 achieved a silver certificate and 4 students succeeded in
achieving a gold certificate. Most of the certificate recipients
are pictured. These are truly impressive results from our
talented Year 7 and Year 8 mathematicians.

Huge congratulations to Henry in Year 8, who not only achieved
a gold certificate but also attained the highest score in the
school. Additionally, congratulations to other three gold
certificate recipients: Riley in Year 8; Edward and Myiah who are
joint highest in Year 7.

Best of luck to Henry, Edward and Myiah, who have qualified for
the next round of the competition: the Junior Kangaroo.



Ceramics Wellbeing Workshop

On Monday 11th May, we were joined by ceramicists Claire, Shirley and Julie, who led a wonderful botanical
casting wellbeing workshop, inspired by Claire's professional work.

The group began by exploring the school grounds to forage for plants and leaves to use in their work.
Students then worked alongside the artists to learn how to make impressions in clay and cast their own
small, ceramic pieces to take home.

The students thoroughly enjoyed spending time with the supportive artists and particularly loved rolling
foliage into the clay before carefully removing it to reveal the beautiful imprints left behind.

As well as creating individual pieces, the students also collaborated on a large artwork that will remain in
school. More will be revealed about this beautiful piece in the next edition of the Rednock Review.



Student Success

You may have read about these achievements in the Achievement Hero section on page 2, but we wanted
to share the news in a little more detail.

We are delighted to announce that Austin, Year 10 (top left), and Elodie, Year 8 (top right), have both been
selected for the Gloucestershire County Cricket Age Group Summer Squads. Austin has been chosen for
the U15 squad, while Elodie has earned a place in the U13 squad, placing them among the top 14 cricketers
in Gloucestershire in their respective age groups. Their selection reflects the hard work, commitment and
talent they have consistently shown throughout the season.

We are also incredibly proud to celebrate Dex, Year 9 (bottom left), who is now a European Champion in
kickboxing — an outstanding accomplishment that reflects exceptional dedication, discipline and
perseverance.

In addition, Spencer, Year 9 (bottom right), will soon be representing at the National Swimming
Championships, a fantastic opportunity and a testament to the commitment and effort shown in training
and competition.

Congratulations to Austin, Elodie, Dex and Spencer on these remarkable achievements. We wish them
every success in the months ahead.



Year 9 Students Reach RIAT Finals in STEM Challenge

A group of Year 9 students recently took part in an exciting STEM Challenge, putting their creativity,
teamwork and problem-solving skills to the test through a series of fun, hands-on LEGO® robotics
activities.

The challenge was based around the theme of living sustainably on Mars, encouraging students to think
like future engineers and scientists as they explored how humans could survive on another planet.
Working in teams, students were tasked with designing, building and coding robotic solutions to real-
world problems linked to sustainability, transport, energy and survival on Mars.

Throughout the competition, students demonstrated excellent communication, resilience and
innovation as they programmed their LEGO® robots to complete a range of complex missions. The event
gave students the opportunity to develop valuable STEM skills while also experiencing the excitement of
engineering and robotics in a competitive environment.

The standard was high and huge congratulations go to everyone who took part. 

Good luck to the finalist team as they prepare to compete at RIAT (Royal International Air Tattoo) in July!



Redwood

Our visits to Redwood, The Ernest Cook Trust’s woodland site on the Slimbridge Estate, have continued to be
a real highlight for our year 7 students.

This time, we were very grateful to Mr Wells for kindly accompanying us and driving the minibus. Once again,
we were incredibly lucky with the weather, and the woodland looked beautiful with the bluebells in full
bloom, creating a wonderful setting for the afternoon’s activities.

The students showed fantastic teamwork and enthusiasm throughout the visit. They were particularly
impressive during the orienteering activities, demonstrating excellent communication, problem-solving and
determination as they worked together to complete the challenges.

The den building was, as always, a huge success and the students’ creativity really shone through. One group
even designed a den complete with its own door frame, showing just how imaginative and collaborative the
teams had become. 

Of course, one of the biggest highlights of the afternoon was making s’mores around the fire. The students
thoroughly enjoyed toasting marshmallows and spending time together outdoors. This time, I even managed
to capture a photograph of one of the teachers expertly toasting a marshmallow — proof that the staff may
have been enjoying the activity just as much as the students!

These woodland visits continue to provide such valuable opportunities for students to build confidence,
resilience, teamwork and independence while enjoying time in nature. We are incredibly grateful to Redwood
and The Ernest Cook Trust for continuing to offer such enriching experiences.



STEM Mentoring

Are you interested in a future career in STEM?

A fantastic opportunity is available for students in Years 11–13 to take part in a free national online
mentoring programme designed to help young people explore their future career options in Science,
Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM).

Through the programme, students will have the chance to:
receive careers advice from experienced mentors
learn more about a wide range of STEM careers
explore pathways after school, including university, apprenticeships, and employment opportunities
build confidence and gain valuable insight into future career choices

The programme is fully funded, meaning participation is completely free for UK students. The next
programme of Online Mentoring will run from 22 June - 31 July - sign up by 17 June to take part!

Students interested in finding out more or signing up should contact Mrs Parker
(bronwyn.parker@rednockschool.org.uk) or click here.

Teacher Taster Day

We are delighted to be working with GITEP to bring an
interactive Teacher Taster Day to Rednock School.

GITEP SCITT is a unique collaboration between secondary
schools across Gloucestershire, working together to provide
high-quality, school-centred initial teacher training. The
programme offers aspiring teachers the opportunity to gain
hands-on experience in schools while training alongside
experienced education professionals.

Whether you are a recent graduate, currently working in
another profession and considering a career change, or
simply interested in finding out more about teaching, this
event is a fantastic opportunity to explore the profession in
more detail. Attendees will be able to learn about GITEP’s
school-based teacher training programme, including flexible
part-time options, available financial support, and guidance
through the application process.

If you would like to find out more please register your
interest by emailing
teachertasterday@rednockschool.org.uk.

https://www.stem.org.uk/secondary/careers/mentoring
https://www.stem.org.uk/secondary/careers/mentoring


Raspbery Pi Competition

The PA Consulting Raspberry Pi Competition is a
celebration of STEM education, giving schoolchildren
the support and opportunity to develop products
that positively impact people’s lives.

Using their design and coding skills and a Raspberry
Pi microcomputer, the school teams put their
ingenuity to the test to come up with inspiring
solutions to global challenges. You can read their
summary here.

Our team was made up of Cameron Gwinnell, Amelia
Trusilo and Oliver Telford.

Unfortunately not winners this time but they
received a huge congratulations for their amazing
invention. Their idea for this project is to create an
app, known as “Ecologger “. It will be a free app, you
can access on your phone, laptop, or even smart
watch. Using this app, you will be able to track how
much of each energy type you use - such as solar or
hydroelectric.

2027 Show Announcement!

Over the past week, the Drama
Department has had students
talking across the school after
posting a series of mysterious
clues on Instagram hinting at the
2027 whole school production.

The clues have appeared one by
one, sparking plenty of debate and
detective work among students
and staff alike.

As each new clue dropped,
excitement continued to build,
with many students trying to piece
everything together before the
official announcement.

So, looking at the couple of clues
here… can you guess what it is?

All is revealed in a few short
pages!!!

https://cdn.realsmart.co.uk/0a6174f1f33c241666a4ab5f32b83aa2/uploads/2026/05/21094739/500-word-summary-RIPEA.pdf


Hundred Heroines Photography Club

We would like to thank Hundred Heroines for running a fantastic after-school photography club for some of
our Year 10 photography students.

Over the course of the programme, students explored a range of photographic techniques and developed
their confidence behind the camera in a supportive and creative environment. The sessions gave students
the opportunity to experiment, share ideas and learn from experienced photographers while developing
their own artistic style.

In the final workshop, Rita led an engaging session focused on lighting techniques and composition. Using a
variety of objects she had kindly brought in, students experimented with different light sources, angles and
arrangements to see how lighting can dramatically change the mood, texture and impact of a photograph.

The students thoroughly enjoyed the hands-on nature of the session and showed great creativity while
exploring different compositions and effects. It was wonderful to see them growing in confidence as they
worked collaboratively, discussed their ideas and refined their images.

We are incredibly grateful to the team at Hundred Heroines for providing such an inspiring opportunity for
our students and for encouraging their creativity and enthusiasm for photography.



Gloucester Rugby Power Project

Recently, students involved in the Power
Project enjoyed a visit to Gloucester Rugby,
where they had the opportunity to reflect on
their experiences as part of the programme so
far. Click here to watch the video.

During the visit, Blake and George spoke
openly and honestly about how the Power
Project has supported them. They
represented the school brilliantly and we are
incredibly proud of them.

The Power Project, run by the Gloucester
Rugby Charitable Foundation, is a community
and educational initiative designed to support
young people. Through a range of activities
and mentoring opportunities, the programme
helps students develop resilience, teamwork
and self-belief.

Well done to everyone involved and especially
to Blake and George for speaking so positively
about their journey so far.

Supporting Confidence in the Classroom

Ella, Year 11, has been making a positive difference by supporting
three students in Years 7 and 9 who were initially struggling with
anxiety about school. Through regular one-on-one conversations and
by sharing her own experiences, she helped the students feel more
confident, calm, and focused in their lessons.

By building trust and offering encouragement, Ella, right, created a
supportive environment where the students could grow in
confidence and feel more comfortable in the classroom. Her support
has helped them develop strategies to manage their worries and
thrive at school.

Ella also wants students to know that support is always available. Any
student who may be struggling or feeling anxious is encouraged to
speak to a member of staff, who will be able to help them access the
support they need.

Reflecting on the experience, Ella said she found the role incredibly
rewarding and was grateful for the opportunity to support her peers
and make a meaningful impact on their school experience.

https://www.facebook.com/share/r/18CArfJCTS/


Child’s Farm

Earlier this week Sixth Form students had the great opportunity to hear from the founder of Child’s Farm,
Joanna Jensen, whose inspiring talk explored entrepreneurship, resilience, and the realities of building a
successful business. Having also presented a TED talk just last month on her journey and experiences in
business. Throughout the session, she spoke honestly about the challenges involved in creating a company
from the ground up, reinforcing the idea that success is rarely immediate or straightforward. Rather than
dodging the discussion of failure, she encouraged it, highlighting the importance of her mistakes as it gave
her opportunities to learn and improve. Her overall message emphasises the value of perseverance and not
giving up when things get hard, particularly resonating with Sixth Form students preparing for their lives
beyond school, as she shed light on the necessity of staying motivated, being adaptable as well as taking
opportunities even when the outcome seems uncertain. 

Harrison - “ it was a very different life skills experience and I felt as though I gained useful knowledge and
motivation in becoming an entrepreneur and setting up my possible business in the near future”. 

Holly - “ I found the session very thought provoking about my own future and found it a very inspirational
talk on the realities of business”

Written by Izzy, Year 12 student



Local Ecosystems

Sir David Attenborough celebrated his
birthday recently, which seemed like a good
excuse to remind ourselves just how much
he has done to help people appreciate the
natural world. His programmes have inspired
generations to take notice of wildlife and
think more carefully about protecting the
environment.

At the moment, our Year 9 students are
studying ecology and have been looking at
the habitats and ecosystems we have right
here on our own doorstep. It has been great
to see students recognising that you do not
need to travel to a rainforest or coral reef to
find interesting ecology — there is plenty to
explore around our local area and even
within the school grounds themselves.

From food chains and biodiversity to
sampling techniques and human impact on
ecosystems, students are starting to see
how connected everything is. Hopefully, like
David Attenborough has encouraged people
to do for years, they will continue to
appreciate and look after the environment
around them long after the lesson has
finished.



I LIKE TIE-BREAK TENSION AND GETTING COURT IN THE RAIN

The tennis teams have been back out on court recently. Our Year 9 and 10 team — alongside a brave Year 7
playing up an age category — hosted Marling for their latest FAGE LTA Youth Schools fixture. Despite a
strong performance, the match ended in a narrow tie-break loss. Meanwhile, our Year 7 and 8 players
enjoyed some friendly match play against Marling’s younger teams.

Last week, the Year 7 and 8 teams travelled to Westonbirt for their next FAGE LTA Youth Schools fixture,
accompanied by several Year 9 and 10 students for friendly matches. Despite narrowly avoiding some
typical British tennis rain delays, there was some excellent tennis on display, with many matches going to
deuce and great teamwork shown throughout the doubles games.

Year 7 and 8 Rounders

A great afternoon of
rounders against St Peter’s
last week!

Our Year 7 team put in a
fantastic performance to
secure a brilliant 15.5–8
victory.

Year 8 were narrowly
defeated in a very close
game, finishing 9.5–8.5 after
a hard-fought match.

Well done to all students
involved for their excellent
effort, teamwork and
sportsmanship!



Quarry Chapel Ceramics

For the past 10 weeks, five of our students have been taking part in a wonderfully supportive Cookery and
Ceramics course run by The Quarry Chapel.

Every Wednesday, accompanied by a trusted adult, the students spent the day at The Tab. Each week
alternated between creating beautiful tableware with ceramicist Karen Hilliard and preparing healthy
feasts with The Travelling Kitchen.

The sessions concluded each week with the whole group sitting together to enjoy the meal prepared by
the cookery group. Over the course of the programme, every student designed and created their own
bespoke dinner service, including a place setting, mug and vase.

The students thoroughly enjoyed the ceramics sessions and showed incredible creativity and talent
throughout. The meals were freshly prepared from scratch each week, with vegan and gluten-free
variations available. Families were also given recipe sheets to take home and enjoyed trying many new
dishes together.

These photographs are from the final week celebration. The students’ work was also exhibited at The
Engine.



With excitement already building with
the upcoming announcement of the
2027 show, it seemed the perfect time
to celebrate the rich history of drama
and performance at the school. From
classic fairy tales to modern musicals,
generations of students have taken to
the spotlight, creating lasting memories
both on stage and behind the scenes.

Among the productions featured this
week is The Slippers of Cinderella from
1949, right, offering a fascinating
glimpse into post-war school life and
the creativity of early Rednock
performers.

Rednock Remembered

This week’s Rednock Remembered takes a trip to the stage as we look
back at some of the many memorable school productions that have
entertained Rednock audiences through the decades.

We then step into the wonderfully
curious world of Alice in Wonderland,
staged in 1960, below, complete with
imaginative costumes and larger-than-
life characters.



The archive also revisits the 1985 production of Old School Tie, below, a show fondly remembered by many
former students and staff.

More recently, audiences packed the hall for the energetic and hugely popular High School Musical in 2017,
which brought singing, dancing and plenty of Wildcats spirit to Rednock.

And of course, no retrospective would be complete without mentioning this year’s spectacular production of
The Little Mermaid in 2026.

School productions have always been about far more than what happens on stage. They bring together
performers, musicians, backstage crews, costume makers, technicians and supporters, creating friendships
and memories that last a lifetime. We hope these photographs bring back happy memories — and perhaps
inspire the next generation of Rednock stars.



CCOOMMMM IINNGG SSOOOONN TTOO RREEDDNNOOCCKK
School Production 2027

Now we’ve had a chance to reminisce about past productions, it’s time to announce
the next school production! Ed, Year 13, has made a little movie trailer to introduce

the show. Click the movie screen below to find out what it will be!

https://cdn.realsmart.co.uk/0a6174f1f33c241666a4ab5f32b83aa2/uploads/2026/05/22091518/copy_590118ee-6602-4466-a7cf-01758bb75592_v1-360p.mp4




Lost Property

During half term, a large amount of lost property will be
displayed in the reception conservatory from 9am - 3pm each
day from Tuesday 26th June until Friday 29th June, giving
parents the opportunity to check for any items belonging to
their child. There are many coats as well as jewellery, ear pods,
spectacles and water bottles. Any unclaimed items remaining
after Friday 29th June will be donated to charity.

Date Year Group Event 

22/05/2026 All End of Term 5

01/06/2026 All Start of Term 6 (Week A)

01/06/2026 Year 11 Year 11 Study Leave Begins

08/06/2026 -
12/06/2026

Year 10 Year 10 Work Experience

Dates for your Diary
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