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Dear Rednock Community,

We’ve reached the end of Term 4! I want to begin by expressing
my heartfelt thanks for your continued support throughout the
term. We are excited to share the latest Easter edition of our
'Rednock Review', packed with success stories, memorable
moments, and achievements to celebrate. I hope you enjoy
reading it as much as we enjoyed putting it together.

There have been many highlights this term, but the standout
event was undoubtedly our production of 'The Little Mermaid'. It
was a true celebration of talent, commitment, creativity,
inclusivity, and community. Thank you to everyone who came
along to support the show.

As we approach the Easter break, I hope both staff and students enjoy a well-earned rest. Looking ahead to Term 5,
here are some key dates and reminders:

School resumes: Monday, 13th April for all students.
Timetable: Students should pack for a Week A.
May Bank Holiday: Monday, 4th May – school closed.

Please support us by ensuring your child returns in full school uniform with all the equipment they need for
effective learning.
Many of you are now aware of our plan to implement phone-free schooling from September 2026. To summarise:

Students in Years 7–11 who bring a mobile phone to school will be required to secure it in a personal pouch at
the start of the school day.
The pouch will remain in their bag and locked for the entire day.
Mobile phones will not be used anywhere on school premises.

The Department for Education has highlighted that mobile phones are a major distraction in classrooms, affecting
focus, behaviour, and attainment. Despite “phones off and out of sight” policies, phones are still accessed in
unsupervised areas such as corridors, toilets, and social spaces.

We believe this policy change will positively impact learning, behaviour, and the wellbeing and safety of our
students. As we prepare for the launch, we will share more detailed information, an FAQ document, and invite you
to a launch event in Term 6. At this stage, no action is required – simply be aware of the upcoming change for
September 2026.

The Easter break has different meanings for each of us. For me, it’s a time to reconnect with family and friends,
reflect, and plan for the continued improvement of our school. For students in examination years, it will be a busy
period of revision and preparation for national exams. We recognise their hard work and wish them every success.

Whatever Easter means to you, I hope it brings moments of rest, fun, and quality time with loved ones. On behalf of
all the staff at Rednock School, I wish you a peaceful, safe, and happy Easter break.
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Fin, for being an upstanding member of Brunel, he has earnt three badges.

Nyesha, for gaining the most reward points in Darwin last week.

Megan, for gaining the most reward points in Hubble last week.

Ieuan, for volunteering to do after-school tours for 6th Form external applicants. 

Taylah, for volunteering to do after-school tours for 6th Form external applicants.

Elijah, for reaching the highest word count in his Reading for Power class in February.

Amber, for getting four badges this term and being an outstanding member of your school community.

Emily, for being invited to plant the final tree in a new planting project she designed for Westonbirt.

Hannah, for captaining the U16 girls football team to become district champions.

Isla, for running in her first 5km open race and came 14th overall and 4th girl out of 88.

Charlotte, for competing at the county senior indoor championships and coming 7th in the women's category.

Charlie and Ruben, for helping with the Y7 football tournament.

Zoe, for having amazing attendance this week.

Ellie, for consistently improving her attendance.

Tess, for having the highest word count in her reading for power lesson.

Edith, for reading over a million words.

William, for looking out for his friend and working out the best way to help him when he was worried.

Malachi, for having the most reward points in Hubble this week.

Achievement
Heroes 

Each week, we
select new
Achievement
Heroes to celebrate.
We've had some
amazing nominees
and we're proud of
everything they've
accomplished. They
were recognised for
different reasons,
each one just as
impressive as the
last. Every nominee
exemplifies what it
means to be an
Achievement Hero
and we couldn’t be
prouder to shine a
spotlight on their
accomplishments.

This issue’s
Achievement
Heroes are:



Teaching and Learning Focus – Leaders in Philosophy and Ethics

In her Philosophy and Ethics lessons, Mrs Porter uses a system of student leaders, both to help develop
leadership skills within her students and also to help support the teaching and learning that is taking place.

Mrs Porter’s classroom is organised into table groups and  each table will have an appointed student group
leader, who will have several responsibilities. For example, they are there to facilitate group discussions,
starting conversations by directing questions at their peers on their table and encouraging them to agree
with, build upon and challenge each other’s ideas. There is an expectation that the group leader will
encourage everyone on the table to contribute to the discussion and sometimes students become so
engaged in the discussions that students have invented the ‘talky stick’ that they have to be holding in
order to speak, so that everyone gets a chance to say their piece without interruption.

The group leader will change every term, so across the course of the school year, everyone in the class will
have an opportunity to be the group leader. There are also other roles alongside this, for example being the
student in charge of books or the student responsible for keeping a record of the reward points being given
out throughout the lesson, both of which help the lesson to run smoothly, maximising learning time.
Students take their responsibilities seriously and develop important skills for life alongside their
Philosophy and Ethics learning.

Word Millionaires

We love seeing our students develop a passion for reading,
and we celebrate this by recognising those who reach the
incredible milestone of one million words read in their
Reading for Power lessons. This achievement reflects
dedication, resilience and a genuine commitment to
improving their literacy.

Our recent Word Millionaires (left) are Megan and Edith, well
done for getting to this milestone!

Reading is so important because it strengthens vocabulary,
builds confidence, enhances imagination and deepens
understanding across all subjects. It also develops empathy
and critical thinking, opening doors to new ideas, experiences
and opportunities. We are incredibly proud of all our
students who embrace reading and challenge themselves to
reach this impressive goal.



Sixth Form Progress Success

We are celebrating an exceptional year of Sixth Form success, with student outcomes placing us firmly
above the national average and among the very best in the county.

With a progress score of 0.24, Rednock’s Sixth Form students are showing significantly better progress than
the national average, highlighting the school’s strong academic support and commitment to helping every
student reach their full potential. On average, students are achieving a C+ grade (32.63 points), a solid
reflection of both effort and effective teaching.

What makes this achievement even more impressive is how Rednock compares across the wider
educational landscape. While some independent schools may record slightly higher progress scores,
Rednock proudly stands as the highest-performing state school in the county, including all grammar
schools. In addition, we rank 5th overall when compared against every school type, from comprehensives
to independent schools.

This remarkable accomplishment underscores Rednock School’s dedication to excellence, inclusivity and
student success. It is a testament not only to the hard work of its students, but also to the passion and
expertise of its staff and the supportive environment the school continues to foster.



Consistent Attendance = Exam Confidence

Dear Parents and Carers,

With assessments, revision and exam preparations underway, every lesson missed is a missed opportunity
to build confidence and improve outcomes.

Whether your child is in KS3 or preparing for GCSEs/post-16 studies, strong attendance now has a proven
direct impact on results.

Strong attendance means being in school for 95%+ of the time, or not missing more than 9/10 days in a
school year.

Please encourage:
Daily attendance unless genuinely unwell
Catching up on missed work promptly
Staying in touch with staff if any issues arise

Thanks for your continued support as we push toward a successful end of the year. If you need any support
please do contact us and our next attendance support drop in will be Wednesday 15th April.



Sixth Form Student Council

We are excited to introduce our newly elected Sixth Form Council, a team of dedicated students
committed to representing the voice of our sixth form community. The council aims to strengthen
communication between students and staff, organise events, and support initiatives that enhance student
life. With fresh ideas and a shared enthusiasm, the team is looking forward to making a positive impact
throughout the year. We encourage all students to get involved, share their suggestions, and help shape an
inclusive and vibrant sixth form experience.  

Following an afternoon of interviews, we are delighted to announce the appointment of our new Head
Students and Deputy Head Students. All candidates demonstrated exceptional dedication, making the
selection process highly competitive. The successful students stood out for their vision and commitment
to representing the school community. We congratulate them on their achievement and look forward to
seeing the positive contributions they will make in their roles over the coming year.

Head students (top left):
Elsie 
Roo 

Deputy Head students (bottom
left):
Taylah 
Jude 

Sixth Form Council (below):
Izzy
Mia
Ethan
Will
Logan
Nancy
Harrison
Lila
Dexter



The Little Mermaid

We are incredibly proud to celebrate the success of this year’s school production of The Little Mermaid,
which was performed across the week to a wide range of audiences, including members of our local
community, Guides, Brownies, and, of course, parents and families.

The performances were a true showcase of the exceptional talent, commitment, and teamwork within our
Performing Arts department. Students rose to the challenge with professionalism and enthusiasm,
delivering confident and engaging performances throughout the run. The standard across all shows was
consistently high, and audiences responded with warmth and enthusiasm.

Our cast gave standout performances, bringing energy, humour, and emotional depth to their roles. Many
students demonstrated impressive growth in confidence and stage presence, truly embodying their
characters and captivating audiences from start to finish.

Equally, we would like to recognise the invaluable contributions of our backstage crew. Their dedication
ensured that every performance ran smoothly, managing set changes, props, costume, lighting, and sound
with precision and care. Their hard work behind the scenes was essential to the overall success of the
production.

A special mention must also go to our band, who provided a fantastic live musical accompaniment. Their
skill and professionalism added another layer of richness to the performances, supporting the cast and
enhancing the overall theatrical experience.

This production has been a wonderful example of collaboration, resilience, and creativity. We are extremely
proud of every student involved and grateful to the staff, families, and wider community who supported us
throughout the process.

Our heartfelt thanks go to everybody who has helped us in the preparation for this production. Whether
you donated your knowledge, time, money, items, space or skills, it all aided us in getting to this point! 

This includes but is not exclusive to:

All Saints Academy
DODS

Dursley Creatives
EG Carter

Major Entertainment
NASUWT

Weavers Carpets
World of Fabrics, Cheltenham

Worcester University

Rednock Colleagues from:
Admin Team

Computing Department
Music Department

Pastoral Team
Science Department

Senior Leaders
Site Team

Di Caesar
Sarah Carter

Susie Cornwall
Emily Farnsworth

Andy Gunter
Sarah Irvine

Lewis Mitchell
Jake Eagleton-Mitchell

James Parker
Alex Parry





Rednock School Council

We are the Rednock School Council for 2026, a body of 18 students years 7-12. We came together in
January with an aim to improve the community and act as a voice for our peers. Since then, we have come
together weekly and worked as a team to make that happen. Since our first meeting in January we have
introduced ourselves to the rest of the school, organised a non uniform day to raise money for the I Can & I
Am charity, and advertised it digitally and verbally around the school. We have also created and distributed
a survey relating to the food options within Rednock, as well as holding meetings with the Innovate food
contractors to voice concerns about prices and ranges of foods in the school canteen. In addition, we have
given feedback on changes within the school environment such as mobile phone policies and new facilities,
and we plan to continue to do so. Over the coming months, we will continue to work with the school on
important matters, providing a platform for the student voice as well as supporting a pupil-led approach to
improving our learning environment.

Y9 Stroud Rugby v Bristol

Two of our Year 9 students recently took part in a wonderful match
representing the Under 14 Stroud District Team. Stroud secured an
impressive victory against a physically imposing Bristol side,
defying the odds and walked away 15-25 winners.

Despite it being the first time this specific combination of players
had taken the field together, Stroud looked like a well-oiled
machine. Facing a Bristol side that boasted a significant size
advantage, the Stroud boys utilized speed, structure, and sheer
determination to dominate the contest.

This was a true team effort, showcasing grit and togetherness. A
well-deserved win for the Stroud boys.



Lights, Camera, Action! Rednock is Going Under the Lens

We are thrilled to announce that next term our school will be the star of the show! We have commissioned
a professional film crew to produce video and photo content that captures the heart and soul of our school
community.

Why are we filming?
From the buzz of the science labs to the creativity in our art studios, there is so much to celebrate here at
Rednock. This video will showcase our fantastic facilities, our dedicated staff, and — most importantly —
the incredible achievements and daily lives of our students. It will eventually find its home on our school
website and social media platforms to welcome prospective families into our school.

What will the day look like?
The crew will be moving through the school throughout a typical school day, popping into lessons and
capturing the "magic moments" of school life.
We know that learning comes first so the filming has been carefully planned to be:

Respectful: We want to capture authentic moments without interrupting the flow of lessons.
Unobtrusive: The crew is experienced in working within schools to ensure minimal disruption to the
working day.

A Note on Privacy
Your child’s safety and privacy are our top priorities. All filming will strictly comply with our safeguarding
and data protection policies.

Important: Rest assured we will be cross-referencing all footage with our records. If you have not
previously given photo/video consent for your child, they will not be included in the final production.

We can’t wait to share the finished result with you later in the year. Thank you for your continued support in
making our school a place worth shouting about!



Young Writers 'Stranger Sagas'

Back in Term 2, students submitted their work for the Young Writers 'Stranger Sagas' competition. We are
delighted to share that we have now heard back and 7 of our students were selected! As part of the
competition, they were challenged to explore the weird and wonderful, the odd and mysterious, crafting
imaginative stories in no more than 100 words. This is a fantastic achievement, and we are incredibly proud
of these strangely brilliant sagas! Hmmm, what otherworldly ideas might this creative club conjure up
next?

You can read each of their stories below.



Sixth Form Business & Economics Conferences

Sixth Form students had two really enjoyable and useful trips to the Tutor2U Grade Booster Conferences
this week.

On Tuesday, the Economics group went to Birmingham for a full day workshop. The sessions were really
engaging and focused a lot on how to structure answers and pick up extra marks in exams. The presenters
explained things clearly and gave lots of helpful tips that we can actually use, especially for longer
questions. It was also good to go over key topics in a way that felt more focused on exams rather than just
content.

On Wednesday, the Business students battled the traffic jams to travel to Cribbs Causeway in Bristol for a
similar event. The day was really interactive and kept everyone involved, with quick activities and examples
that made things easier to remember. A particular feature was about including application and evaluation
in extended written answers - something which will enable students to access the higher grades. Students
said it helped them understand what examiners are actually looking for, which will hopefully make the
whole exam process feel less stressful.

Overall, both trips were really worthwhile. They helped build confidence, gave us practical exam advice,
and made us feel more prepared going into the exams.

Whilst at the conference, Business students relished the opportunity to get selfies with Graham and Jim -
legends in the world of A Level Business!

Ian Cole
Head of Business & Economics



Sixth Form Easter Egg Hunt Brings Fun and Friendly Competition

Our Sixth Form students recently took part in a fun and engaging Easter egg hunt held in the school
gardens during tutor time. The event brought together both Year 12 and Year 13 students for a morning of
teamwork, problem-solving, and a bit of friendly competition.

Students were set the challenge of collecting 23 eggs hidden around the gardens, each belonging to their
community. Along the way, they also had to solve five tricky riddles, testing both their logic and
collaboration skills.

The competition was particularly close in Year 12, where 12MMC and 12KAM finished neck and neck. The
winner was decided by a tie-break question: What is the mass of the biggest chocolate egg ever produced?
12MMC secured victory by giving the closest answer, just beating 12KAM in a tense finish.

The Year 13 students also showed great enthusiasm and determination throughout the challenge, with the
winning group being 13JMI.

Overall, the event was a great success, with students enjoying a well-earned break from lessons while
strengthening teamwork and community spirit. A big thank you goes to all the tutors who actively
supported such an enjoyable activity for everyone involved.

Year 12 Riddles
1. I do not march, but I arrive during it. I bring new life, but I’m not a mother. What am I?

2.  If a rooster laid an egg on the top of a hill, which direction would it roll down?
3. What’s the best way to make Easter easier?

4. I have hands but cannot clap, what am I?
5. I’m tall when I’m young and short when I’m old. What am I?

Year 13 Easter Riddle
1. What has to be broken before it can be used?

2. There’s only one place where Christmas comes before Easter. Where is it?
3. Why shouldn’t you tickle an Easter egg?

4. The more you take, the more you leave behind. What am I?
6.  I use a drum and make a racket but I&#39;m no rockstar.

 The answers will be at the end of the review!



FameLab

Huge congratulations to George (Year
9) for being joint runner up in last
week’s FameLab heat!

Competing against 13 of the top
presenters from across
Gloucestershire, George delivered an
outstanding presentation on the
science behind paper aeroplanes and
represented the school brilliantly. We
are incredibly proud of his confidence,
knowledge and enthusiasm on stage.

UKMT Team Maths Challenge

Monday 9th March saw Rednock compete in the UKMT Team Maths
Challenge at Pate's Grammar school in Cheltenham. Here our team
completed four rounds against 16 other schools. This included some
more unusual rounds of a question relay which included running to get
the next question and the crossnumber, where we only lost 8 marks! 

The team were a credit to Rednock being complimented on their team
work and effort throughout the day, which went to contribute to our
improved position compared to last year's competition. 

Fancy a go yourself? Here is a warm-up question from the day, the
answer will be at the end of the review!

Rednock LRC

Spotlight on ….. The Carnegie Medal.

The Carnegies are the UK’s longest running and best-loved children’s book awards, recognising outstanding
reading experiences created through writing and illustration in books for children and young people.

The Carnegie Medal for Writing is awarded by children’s librarians for an outstanding book written in
English for children and young people.

2026 Carnegie Medal for Writing shortlisted books will be available to borrow after the Easter break -
explore them below.

https://carnegies.co.uk/books/wolf-siren/
https://carnegies.co.uk/books/chronicles-of-a-lizard-nobody/
https://carnegies.co.uk/books/ghostlines/
https://carnegies.co.uk/books/twenty-four-seconds-from-now/
https://carnegies.co.uk/books/not-going-to-plan/
https://carnegies.co.uk/books/the-boy-i-love/
https://carnegies.co.uk/books/popcorn/
https://carnegies.co.uk/books/birdie/


Thursday 14th May 2026
6:00pm – 7:15pm

Find the right questions to talk with your child
about toxic online content

Learn how to ask the right questions to help
your child think critically about what they see
online and get practical tips for starting open,
supportive conversations.

Online Parent Talk on

DIGITAL
RESILIENCE

Simon Williams from Gloucestershire Police will lead this session,
designed to give parents and carers practical knowledge and confidence
to keep their families safe online. Simon joined us in October to support
us with the event. It received a welcome response from those who
attended and so we wanted to extend the offer again. Simon will also be
updating his information nearer the time to ensure it is as up to date as
possible in this ever changing world; due to this parents who attended
before are more than welcome to attend again. As information in this
arena changes so quickly the event will not be recorded.

Whether your child is just starting out online or already glued to a
screen, this session is packed with practical advice, real-life examples
and expert guidance. Please don’t miss the opportunity to stay one step
ahead and protect what matters to you most.

Simply click the Teams link above at the start of the session – no pre-
registration is required. Thank you for your continued support in keeping
our school community safe.

About the session

The talk will cover:
The latest apps and digital trends
popular with kids- what you need to
know about them.
Online gaming - fun vs the hidden
dangers
How to spot and respond to cyber
bullying
Awareness and prevention of grooming
Understanding sexting and sextortion
Practical tips to support your child’s
digital resilience

How to start talking to your child about being
safe online

Talking to your child about being safe online can
help protect them from harm, build trust, and
know what to do if they need help.

https://kidsonlinesafety.campaign.gov.uk/how-to-talk-to-your-child-about-being-safe-online/
https://kidsonlinesafety.campaign.gov.uk/how-to-talk-to-your-child-about-being-safe-online/
https://kidsonlinesafety.campaign.gov.uk/online-content/
https://kidsonlinesafety.campaign.gov.uk/online-content/
https://kidsonlinesafety.campaign.gov.uk/online-content/
https://kidsonlinesafety.campaign.gov.uk/online-content/
https://kidsonlinesafety.campaign.gov.uk/online-content/
https://kidsonlinesafety.campaign.gov.uk/online-content/
https://kidsonlinesafety.campaign.gov.uk/online-content/
https://kidsonlinesafety.campaign.gov.uk/online-content/
https://kidsonlinesafety.campaign.gov.uk/how-to-talk-to-your-child-about-being-safe-online/
https://kidsonlinesafety.campaign.gov.uk/how-to-talk-to-your-child-about-being-safe-online/
https://kidsonlinesafety.campaign.gov.uk/how-to-talk-to-your-child-about-being-safe-online/
https://kidsonlinesafety.campaign.gov.uk/how-to-talk-to-your-child-about-being-safe-online/
https://kidsonlinesafety.campaign.gov.uk/how-to-talk-to-your-child-about-being-safe-online/
https://kidsonlinesafety.campaign.gov.uk/how-to-talk-to-your-child-about-being-safe-online/


Year 7 Boys Secure Impressive Wins

The Year 7 boys enjoyed a successful set of
fixtures on 11th March, with both teams
recording excellent victories.

The B team claimed a thrilling 1–0 win
against a Maidenhill side made up largely
of A team players, sealing the result with a
dramatic last-minute winner.

Meanwhile, the C team also delivered a
strong performance, earning a 3–2 victory
against a mixed Rednock/Maidenhill team
in an exciting and closely contested match.

U16 Girls Triumph in Thrilling 4–3 District Final Victory Over KLB

In a match that will be remembered for its intensity, resilience, and sheer determination, the U16 girls
secured a dramatic 4–3 victory over KLB to claim the district title.

From the opening whistle, both sides showed their intent, with KLB pressing high and testing the defense
early. However, it was the U16 squad who struck first, capitalizing on a well-worked attacking move to take
an early lead. Their confidence grew as they controlled possession and dictated the tempo, soon doubling
their advantage with a clinical finish.

This win not only highlights the squad’s attacking quality but also their resilience and unity under pressure.
Every player played a vital role in what was truly a team performance, and the result marks a significant
achievement in their season.

The U16 girls can now celebrate their district championship, a testament to their dedication, hard work, and
belief in one another.



Rednock vs KLB Netball

We were recently joined by KLB for an exciting afternoon of netball fixtures across Years 9, 10 and 11. All
the girls represented the Rednock brilliantly, demonstrating excellent effort, determination and teamwork
throughout the matches.

The Year 9 team delivered a fantastic performance, with an impressive 25–2 victory, a result that reflected
their confidence and great communication as a team. Year 10 played a competitive and closely contested
game and despite their best efforts, they were narrowly defeated with a 11–15 loss. Year 11 finished the
afternoon on a high with a dominant performance and secured a convincing 26–2 win.

Overall, it was a fantastic set of fixtures with all players showing great sportsmanship and commitment.
Well done to everyone involved for representing the school so positively.

District Domination

It has been a wonderful week for our girls
football, as our U12s girls’ team secured a
stunning 3-1 victory over Stroud High School,
capping off a remarkable season.

With this crucial win, all of our girls' teams have
officially qualified for the district finals,
highlighting an incredible, clean-sweep
performance across the age groups.

The U12s showcased skill and determination in a
high-stakes match, overcoming a tough Stroud
High side to seal their spot at the top. The
triumph reflects the hard work put in by players
and coaches throughout the 2025–26 season.



Fun in the Sun for Year 7

The Year 7 girls football team, left,
enjoyed a brilliant match in the
sunshine, securing an outstanding 11–
0 victory against Archway. From the
very first whistle, the team showed
energy, determination, and excellent
teamwork, quickly taking control of
the game.

Every player contributed, whether
through scoring, assisting, or working
hard off the ball to support their
teammates.

Well done to all involved on a
memorable and well-deserved win!

Year 10 Boys Football

Huge congratulations to
our Year 10 boys football
team, who have finished
top of their group!
Following some fantastic
performances, the boys
have now secured their
spot in the district semi-
finals.

An incredible
achievement, well done
to the whole team and
good luck in the next
round.

Year 11 Success

Year 11 secured their place in the
District Cup Final with a strong 3–1
victory over Deer Park in the semi-final.
The team delivered an impressive
performance, showing determination
and skill to overcome their opponents
and book their spot in the final.

With this win, Year 11 now look ahead to
the final, which will be played at
Cirencester Town. The team will be
eager to carry their momentum forward
as they aim to lift the trophy.



STEM Enrichment Group

Sixth form students in the STEM enrichment group have been hard at work developing a forensic science
session for primary school children. 

Before they set off to visit the schools they asked a few Year 7's to volunteer to trial the activities. The
session went well and Year 7 provided really useful feedback. Thank you to the Year 7's for volunteering and
well done Sixth Form on delivering well organised and fun activities.

Stem Learning

Stem Learning has a free national online mentoring
scheme, in partnership with The Brightside Trust, is
designed to help 13-19-year-olds explore their future
career options. By chatting with trained and experienced
STEM professionals, young people can:

ask for careers advice
learn more about potential careers
consider life after school, including education at
university, apprenticeships, or preparing for
employment

The programme is fully funded so participation is free for
UK students.

The next programme of Online Mentoring will run from
22nd June - 31st July - sign up by 17th June to take part!



Ceramics Workshop

On Monday 9th March we were delighted to welcome ceramicists Clare Mahoney, Shirley Sharp and Juli
Bharucha from the Cotswold Sculptors Association to Rednock for the day. These 3 talented artists ran a
wonderful, fully funded wellbeing workshop for a group of our students. Using pen, paper and clay the
group explored the idea of thoughts having shape.

The students sketched shapes inspired by music, a technique used by famous sculptor Henry Moore. They
developed sketches and doodles to create three-dimensional effects by looking at light source direction
and adding contours before looking at the work of famous sculptors including Barbara Hepworth, Jean Arp,
Henry Moore and Anne Marie Laureys.

Using clay the students then moved on to thinking about sculpting thoughts. What shapes would different
thoughts and emotions take? Using the surfaces, shape and texture the students were supported to build
physical representations of a variety of emotions. 

They learned that although everyone's interpretations are different, the group felt that the process of
creating 3D shapes to help process emotions and thoughts was incredibly useful and looked at ways they
could bring this into everyday life.



Poetry Slam Finals

On Tuesday evening, our two finalist teams - Ginger Justice and Rule of Three performed at the Cheltenham
Playhouse Theatre in the regional poetry slam final. Following their workshop with Giovanni Esposito (AKA
Spoz), they spent several weeks refining their writing, honing their delivery and pushing their creativity to
new heights.

Up against schools from across Gloucestershire, they delivered their poems with clarity, energy and real
commitment. Their performances were thoughtful and well‑prepared, reflecting both originality and
attention to detail.  

They might not have taken the top prize but they lit up the stage with real energy. Sharing original work in
front of a packed audience takes guts and they threw themselves into it. A performance worth celebrating;
pure Rednock spirit, delivered with a slam. You can read Ginger Justice’s poem here.

Dedicated Readers

Daniel, Maya, Freddie,
Connie, Tiya, Sophie
and Malachi have all
been reading and
quizzing successfully
and were rewarded
with a free book - it’s
great to see such
motivated readers.

Don’t forget, research
shows that readers, on
average, go on to earn
more than those who
don’t read - respect to
the readers! 

https://cdn.realsmart.co.uk/0a6174f1f33c241666a4ab5f32b83aa2/uploads/2026/03/25135539/Ginger-Justice.pdf


Being in the Sixth Form is an
excellent time to develop
your professional profile! If
you are planning any work
experience, or have a part
time job, these should be
logged on Unifrog. Upcoming
work experience should be
logged using the
'Placements' tool and Mrs
Traynor is the placement
coordinator for Sixth Form.
Current employment should
be logged using the
'Activities' tool.

CAREERS
CORNER

This is an amazing opportunity that is going to take
place for all Year 7 students on Friday 3rd July. In order
for it to go ahead, we really need replies from as many
Year 7 parents as soon as possible. Please see this
reminder letter which was sent out this week. Please
take the time at home to discuss a day out in the
workplace on Friday 3rd July and help us to put on this
day by completing your reply via Unifrog as soon as
possible. Please reply by Friday 17th April. 

YEAR 7 GO TO WORK DAY UPDATE

Well done to everyone who has managed to complete all sections of their work experience placement on Unifrog.
Please log on over Easter and check for any sections that are marked 'in progress' and get in touch with your
employer to complete this. It may also just be that the parental consent is not yet completed. Remember that the
placement coordinator on Unifrog is Mrs Amato. We would like everyone to have this sorted when we return from
Easter break so this is a really good time to get in touch with employers and line up all the paperwork.

YEAR 10 WORK EXPERIENCE UPDATE

YEAR 12 WORK EXPERIENCE

https://www.unifrog.org/sign-in?return=%2fstudent%2flocker
https://cdn.realsmart.co.uk/0a6174f1f33c241666a4ab5f32b83aa2/uploads/2026/03/24153419/Go-to-Work-Day_-2026_reminder.pdf
https://cdn.realsmart.co.uk/0a6174f1f33c241666a4ab5f32b83aa2/uploads/2026/03/24153419/Go-to-Work-Day_-2026_reminder.pdf


Rednock Remembered

Today’s Rednock Remembered looks at the Headteachers who have taught
the young people of Dursley over the years. From its humble beginnings in
1921 to its present-day role at the heart of our community, the school has
been shaped by the vision of 8 exceptional head teachers.

As discussed in Issue 10, the story of our school is one of evolution —
beginning as two distinct institutions before uniting to become the thriving
comprehensive we know today.

From 1921 to 2026, those eight leaders, 3 from the grammar school, 1 from the secondary modern, and 4
from the united school, have ensured that this institution has remained a place of opportunity, growth, and
community.

Percy Woodland took over as
Headteacher and saw the school’s name
change to Dursley Grammar School. He

retired after 25 years.

Percy Woodland
1944 - 1969

Ernest Barrett was the first
Headteacher of the Dursley

Secondary School and had the role
for 23 years until his passing in 1944.

Ernest Barrett
1921 - 1944

John Peet
1949 - 1971

John Peet was the only
Headteacher to lead the Dursley

Secondary Modern which opened in
1949. He held the post for 22 years.

John Broomfield took a temporary
role as Headteacher at Dursley

Grammar School for just 2 years
after Mr Woodland’s retirement. 

John Broomfield
1969 - 1971

Roy Harper oversaw the merging of
the Grammar and Secondary
Modern schools into Rednock

School. He remained Headteacher
for 16 years.

Roy Harper
1971 - 1987

John Pritchard took over as
Headteacher and remained
at the helm for 17 years until

his retirement in 2004.

John Pritchard
1987 - 2004

David Alexander oversaw the
building of a new school campus
and was Headteacher for 19 years

before he retired.

David Alexander
2004 - 2023

Mike Stratford took his place as
Headteacher in 2023.

Mike Stratford
2023 - PRESENT



Date Year Group Event 

27/03/2026 All End of Term 4

13/04/2026 All Start of Term 5 (Week A)

21/04/2026 All Promotional Video Shoot

Dates for your Diary

Lost Property

We will be displaying all lost property in the reception conservatory during Easter holidays from 9am to
4pm daily (except bank holidays). We have lots of coats, but also jewellery, ear pods, spectacles and water
bottles.

To help us return items quickly, it’s a great idea to label uniforms and personal items such as water bottles
(often found in PE), as named items can be returned immediately when they are found.

Any item not claimed by Friday 10th April will be donated to charity

The answers to the Year 12 riddles are:
1. Spring
2. It wouldn’t -roosters don’t lay eggs
3. Put an “i” where there “t” is.
4. A clock
5. A candle

The answers to the Year 13 riddles are:
1. An egg
2. The dictionary.
3. Because it might crack up.
4. Footsteps
5. Tumble Dryer

Answers

The answer to the UKMT quiz question is... 13 fizzles.
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