
A Level History Transition Materials

The examined element of the History A Level is divided into two very different
topics:

Paper 1 – The Making of a Superpower: the USA, 1865-1975
Paper 2 – The Wars of the Roses, 1450-1499

These transition materials are designed to give you some background to both
elements of the course, which will give you a strong starting point for the
beginning of the course in September.

Please complete the following:
Use the two resources called ‘Lincoln task sheet’ and ‘Lincoln cards’ to make
some judgements about Abraham Lincoln, who was the president of the USA at
the beginning of our study in 1865.

1.

Read the ‘Remember the Alamo’ background reading. It provides you with
small snippets of information about several issues in the USA prior to 1865 and
also begins to give you some insight into the very beginning of our course. Pick
out 5 things that you think help to explain the state of the USA in 1865.

2.

The end of the American Civil War brings a period known as Reconstruction,
when they are trying to rebuild their divided nation. Different people have
different views on what this should look like. Read the Radical Reconstruction
documents and then write a summary paragraph explaining which of the two
men – Thaddeus Stevens or Andrew Johnson – you think has the best
approach and why.

3.

Read the article about the Wars of the Roses. Pick out what you think are the
five key things that sum up the message of the article.

4.

Watch the following clip and then write a conclusion in 1-2 paragraphs
explaining reasons why Richard II's reign failed and what this meant for the
future of the monarchy. We will not be studying Richard II as part of our
course, but it is important to know the consequences of his Usurpation (being
removed from power) as it is key to the whole of the Wars of the Roses course.

5.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tl5Am9LP8-Y

















Thaddeus Stevens (ORIGINAL)

The cause of the war was slavery. We have liberated the slaves. It is our duty to protect
them, and provide for them while they are unable to provide for themselves. Have we
not a right, in the language of Vattel, "to do ourselves justice respecting the object which
has caused the war," by taking lands for homesteads [sic: for] these "objects" of the
war?

Have we not a right, if we chose to go to that extent, to indemnify ourselves for the
expenses and damages caused by the war? We might make the property of the enemy
pay the $4,000,000,000 which we have expended, as well as the damages inflicted on
loyal men by confiscation and invasion, which might reach $1,000,000,000 more. This
bill is merciful, asking less than one tenth of our just claims.

I suppose none will deny the right to confiscate the [sic: preperty] of the several
belligerent States, as they all made war as States; or of the Confederate States of
America; for no one ever denied the right of the conqueror to the crown property of the
vanquished sovereign, even where the seizure of private property would not be justified
by the circumstances. . . .

The fourth section provides, first, that out of the lands thus confiscated each liberated
slave who is a male adult, or the head of a family, shall have assigned to him a
homestead of forty acres of land, (with $100 to build a dwelling) which shall be held for
them by trustees during their pupilage.

Let us consider whether this is a just and [sic: politic] provision.

Whatever may be the fate of the rest of the bill, I must earnestly pray that this may not
be defeated. On its success, in my judgment, depends not only the happiness and
respectability of the colored race, but their very existence. Homesteads to them are far
more valuable than the immediate right of suffrage, though both are their due.

Four million of persons have just been freed from a condition of dependence, wholly
unacquainted with business transactions, kept systematically in ignorance of all their
rights and of the common elements of education, without which none of any race are
competent to earn an honest living, to guard against the frauds which will always be
practiced on the ignorant, or to judge of the most judicious manner of applying their
labor. But few of them are mechanics, and none of them skilled manufacturers. They
must necessarily, therefore, be the servants and victims of others, unless they are made
in some measure independent of their wiser neighbors. The guardianship of the
Freedmen's Bureau, that benevolent institution, cannot be expected long to protect
them. It encounters the hostility of the old slaveholders, whether in official or private
station, because it deprives these dethroned tyrants of the luxury of despotism. In its
nature it is not calculated for a permanent institution. Withdraw that protection and leave
them a prey to the legislation and treatment of their former masters, and the evidence
already furnished shows that they will soon become extinct, or driven to defend



themselves by civil war. Withhold from them all their rights, and leave them destitute of
the means of earning a livelihood, the victims of the hatred or cupidity of the rebels
whom they helped to conquer, and it seems probable that the war of races might ensue
which the President feared would arise from kind treatment and restoration of their
rights. I doubt not that hundreds of thousands would annually be deposited in secret,
unknown graves. Such is already the course of their rebel murderers; and it is done with
impunity. . . . Make them independent of their old masters, so that they may not be
compelled to work for them upon unfair terms, which can only be done by giving them a
small tract of land to cultivate for themselves, and you remove all this danger. You also
elevate the character of the freedman. Nothing is so likely to make a man a good citizen
as to make him a freeholder. Nothing will so multiply the productions of the South as to
divide it into small farms. Nothing will make men so industrious and moral as to let them
feel that they are above want and are the owners of the soil which they till. It will also be
of service to the white inhabitants. They will have constantly among them industrious
laborers, anxious to work for fair wages. How is it possible for them to cultivate their
lands if these people were expelled? If Moses should lead or drive them into exile, or
carry out the absurd idea of colonizing them, the South would become a barren waste.

Source: Thaddeus Stevens, speech to Congress, March 19 1867.






