Curriculum Guide | Key Stage 5

SUBJECT: GCE A Level English Language and Literature YEAR: 13

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT: Mrs Melville-Brown

GROUPING POLICY:
Students are taught in mixed ability sets. However, all students have met the entry criteria for the
course, achieving at least a Grade 6 at GCSE English Language and English Literature.

COURSE CONTENT:
EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA

SPECIFICATION:
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/english/specifications/AQA-7706-7707-SP-2015.PDF

What will my child learn?
Over the two years of the course, students will focus on:

e developing and applying their knowledge of literary analysis and evaluation

e developing and applying their understanding of the concepts and methods appropriate for
the analysis and study of language

e using linguistic and literary approaches in their reading and interpretation of texts,
showing how the two disciplines can relate to each other
engaging creatively and critically with a wide range of texts

e exploring the ways in which texts relate to each other and the contexts in which they are
produced and received

e developing their skills as producers and interpreters of language.

Component 1: Remembered Places

Students study:

e Remembered places — the representation of place
e Imagined worlds — point of view and genre in prose
® Poetic voices — the forms and functions of poetic voice

Component 2: Exploring Conflict

Students study:

e Writing about society — the role of the individual in society, and re-creative writing based
on set texts

e Critical commentary — evaluating own writing

e Dramatic encounters — conflict in drama

Component 3: Coursework

Students study:
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e Making connections — investigation on a chosen theme and texts

What will homework look like?

e Homework may often be note taking, preparing presentations, drafting coursework,
writing essay responses;
e Students will be expected to read widely, outside of the texts set by the exam board.

What enrichment opportunities are available?

e Students will be encouraged to read widely and to discuss their increasing knowledge and
love of literature;

e Students will also be encouraged to read widely about literature, exploring critics’
opinions, for example reading the The English Review;

e There are various opportunities for students to support the department and to promote
reading within the school.

ASSESSMENT

How will my child’s work be assessed?

Details of the specific examinations are above.

When drafting coursework, students will have several opportunities to receive feedback on their
work and to make improvements, before the final essays are submitted. There will be informal and

formal assessment opportunities in the run up to the examination at the end of each stage of the
course.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

How can | support my child in this subject?

Although the school is able to provide copies of core texts, students find it most useful to be able
to annotate their own copies of texts in order to benefit most fully from class discussions.

Encourage your child’s interest in literature by encouraging discussions about reading and
literature at home and encouraging them to talk to you about the texts they are studying in school.

Students also often find visiting theatre productions inspiring and can aid understanding of texts
in performance

How can | support my child with exams?
Your son/daughter will need to be organised from the very beginning of the course, keeping

records of their notes and their wider reading. Support with thorough preparation will help them
to succeed in the course.

Page | 2



Curriculum Guide | Key Stage 5

It is important students are able to write succinctly, but with full explanations, to achieve the best
marks. Supporting them by proofreading their work for accuracy and timing them in their practice
responses is always extremely useful.
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