
I’LL BE THERE 
Ooh, ooh, ooh.

Circles, keep running in circles, 
Feels like every dream you’ve ever had just slowly fades away.

Hopeless, some days feel so hopeless, 
Just another day, another struggle, another win to chase.

Yeah, I get that sometimes life can bring you down.
And you try to win the fight but you don’t know how.

Whenever you’re falling and you don’t know where you’re going, 
Even if your wings are broken, soon enough you’ll fly again.

When everything’s failing and your eyes just won’t stop raining, 
Even if your fire’s out, then soon enough you’ll burn again.

You know in the ups and downs, I’ll be there.
When the lights go out, I’ll be there.

In the coldest hour, I’ll be there for you.
In the highs and lows, I’ll be there.
When you lose control, I’ll be there.
It’ll be alright, I’ll be there for you.

THIS LIFE 
In this life, you can try but it won’t stop challenging you. 

Rainy days, big mistakes, losing love, and singing the blues. 
When you make plans, they never work, they never work. 

It feels so good until it hurts, but when it hurts,  
It’s time to tell you, baby, 

This life ain’t no bed of roses.
This life will take everything that you’ve got.

In this life, there’s no second chances, 
Make this life yours.

TOGETHER WE STAND 
Climb with me, share my dreams,  

Tomorrow’s brighter than it’s ever been. 
Fear no danger, make big plans,  

We know that divided we’ll fall, so together we stand.

Laugh and cry with me, fly that high with me, 
See the sunset and the sunrise. The world looks so good through our eyes, 

Like the moon and stars at night.

Rest your head, tell me your thoughts, 
Everything I have and call mine is all yours.

Sail that ocean, find that sand, 
We know that divided we’ll fall, so together we stand.

Oh, oh, 
Oh, oh, oh.

BEAUTIFUL THINGS 
I found my mind; I’m feeling sane. 

It’s been a while, but I’m finding my faith. 
If everything’s good and it’s great, why do I sit and wait ’til it’s gone?

Oh, I’ll tell ya, I know I’ve got enough.
I’ve got peace and I got love, 

But I’m up at night, thinking I just might lose it all.

Please stay.
I want you, I need you.

Oh, God, don’t take 
These beautiful things that I’ve got.

Oh, ooh, 
Please stay.

I want you, I need you.
Oh, God.

FIREWORK 
Do you ever feel like a plastic bag,  

Drifting through the wind, wanting to start again? 
Do you ever feel, feel so paper thin,  

Like a house of cards, one blow from caving in? 
Do you ever feel already buried deep? 

Six-feet-under screams and no one seems to hear a thing. 
Do you know that there’s still a chance for you, there’s a spark in you.

You’ve just gotta ignite the light and let it shine.
Just own the night like the fourth of July. 

’Cos, baby, you’re a firework, 
Come on, show ’em what you’re worth.

Make ’em go ah, ah, ah, 
As you shoot across the sky-y-y.

Baby, you’re a firework, 
Come on, let your colours burst. 

Make ’em go ah, ah, ah, 
You’re gonna leave ’em all in awe, awe, awe.

Baby, you’re a firework, 
Come on, let your colours burst.

Make ’em go ah, ah, ah, 
You’re gonna leave ’em all in awe, awe, awe. 
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Craig’s Notes
I don’t make any secret of the fact that it’s getting harder to find pop song releases that are suitable for a 
Young Voices choir to sing. Let’s just say that there are unhelpful references abound in virtually every pop 
song, even by the major artists, and there is a dearth of bands, like for instance S Club 7, who have the 
younger listener in mind with their releases. However, we have found a few suitable songs which just about 
fit the bill for the Pop Medley, but you might find some of them slightly obscure! 
Rita Ora’s I’ll Be There starts extremely low, so we have put the key up so that it sits nicely with a lift in the 
chorus. Gary Barlow is possibly one of our most featured songwriters over the years, and he has come up 
with another well-crafted, optimistic tune in This Life. This makes way for a song from the film Boss Baby 2:  
Family Business, which includes some positive lyrics set to a very simple tune, another chance for a long, 
controlled crescendo! Beautiful Things is the only song we are featuring from the recent charts. It hit the 
charts all round the world with its rocky track and big vibe. Check out the YouTube short by Walk Off The 
Earth for a surprising version with full commitment!
We used Katy Perry’s Firework last year as a warm-up song in the afternoon – it went down so well, we had 
to include it in this year’s show!

David’s Notes
We start I'll Be There with three “Ooh”s – note that the band will play a fourth but that’s just whilst we are 
preparing to sing. This is another song which is very syncopated, and you’ll have spotted that every time I  
use the word ‘syncopated’ I ask for crisp, tight rhythms. It is simply because if it’s all a bit loose then the  
sound of thousands of singers, each doing slightly different versions of the rhythms, means the sound can 
slip out of focus, the words disappear, and I am very keen that the opposite happens! As with many pop 
songs, it starts low and builds up to a higher, stronger chorus. It’s important not to push the voices when 
they’re singing low – this is covered every year at the Teacher Workshop (which I think may have mentioned 
before!). The chorus is syncopated as well as high, but there is a logic to the phrases, so learning it shouldn’t 
prove too tricky. 
The next song also begins on the lower side, so again, energise the lyrics but avoid trying to sing the low notes 
too loudly. There’s a portamento marking in bars 50 and 52, which to my eyes looks more dramatic than it 
should sound! We’re just asking the voice to gently slide between the two notes, something which I am sure 
could very easily be overdone – it’s possibly best not to even mention it! 
The next song, Together We Stand, starts quietly and stays rather understated; this is not just a lovely sound,  
but has been carefully positioned within the medley by our wonderful Musical Director in order to give it both 
texture and structure. 
The time signature of Beautiful Things gives a lovely lilting feel, and again from bar 107, you’ll see the line 
between the notes indicating once again that we need to slide between them, this time in a more rock-like 
way than before. 
Then finally, we have Firework, which incredibly has never appeared in a YV Pop Medley before! Yet again, the 
verse is low and stays low for a while. From bar 142, there’s a build-up where the pitch and dynamic increases, 
heralding the chorus which starts properly at bar 151.
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